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Before the office of Secretary of the Navy wa« created, 
the functions which were later performed by the occupant of 
that office devolved upon the Chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs in the old Continental Congress, and Joseph 
Hewea, of North Carolina — a Revolutionary statesman, who 
made his name immortal by signing the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence — was the first person who held that post. Since 
the Revolution, five North Carolinians have, at different pe- 
riods of our country's history, entered the President's official 
family in the capacity of Secretary of the Navy, viz. : John 
Branch, in the Cabinet of President Jackson; George Ed- 
mund Badger, in the Cabinet of the first President Harrison ; 
William Alexander Graham, in the Cabinet of President Fill- 
more ; James Cochran Dobbin, in the Cabinet of President 
Pierce; and Josephus Daniels (present incumbent), in the 
Cabinet of President Wilson. It is the purpose of the writer 
of this sketch to give an account of the distinguished services, 
both State and National, of the first of these five cabinet 
officials. 

John Bbanch, three times Speaker of the Senate of North 
Carolina, three times G^jvemor of that State, a member of 
the United States Senate and National House of Representa- 
tivea, Secretary of the Navy, member of the North Carolina 



Z JOHN BBANCK 

Constitutional Convention of 1835, last Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, and first Acting Giovemor of the State of 
Florida, waa bom in the town of Halifax, in Halifax County, 
Korth Carolina, on the 4th day of November, 1782, at a time 
when his father, Lieutenant-Colonel John Branch, was 
bravely participating in the War for American Independence, 
then drawing to a succeesful close. The aervicee of the Revo- 
lutionary patriot, last mentioned, were useful and varied. 
He was High Sheriff of the County of Halifax at the outbreak 
of the war; and, while acting in that capacity, was a terror 
to the Tories in that vicinity. The records of the Committee 
of Safety tell us that he brought disaffected persons before 
the committee and "prayed condign punishment upon them." 
He was a Justice of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
(a tribunal made up of all the magistrates of the county) 
from December 23, 1776, until after the close of hostilities. 
On February 11, 1780, he became Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Halifax Regiment of North Carolina Militia; and, as such, 
served for a while in the army of GJeneral Greene. In 1781 
he was one of the State Auditors for the Halifax District 
He was a member of the House of Commons at two sessions 
during the war, 1781 and 1783 ; and once in 1788, after the 
return of peace. He likewise served as a delegate to the Con- 
vention of North Carolina which rejected the proposed Con- 
stitution of the United States in 1788 — he voting with the 
majority to reject. For many years after the war he held 
a seat in the Council of State, during the administrations of 
Governors Richard Dobbs Spaight (the elder), Samuel Ashe, 
Benjamin Williams, and James Turner. Colonel Branch 
survived the Revolution nearly twenty-five years. He be- 
longed to the Masonic fraternity and waa a member of Eoyal 
White Hart Lodge, No. 2, in the town of Halifax. A con- 
temporaneous newspaper announcement of his death said : 

"Departed tUa life, on tbe 14tb of March, 1606, at Elk Marsh, In 
Halifax Count;, N. Carolina, CoL John Branch, a soldier of the 
Bevolntlon. Of this good man, the voice of [tanegTrlc is wont to 
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sound praises In the most exalted strain. As a man, be was brave, 
open, and Ingenuous ; as a citizen, active and useful ; as a boeband, 
father, and master, be was iind, teadei, and alTectlonate. Tbe cMld 
of sorrow found in him a protector ; the man of worth, a sincere 
friend; the poor and needy sought shelter beneath his hospitable 
roof, and a nnmerons circle of acquaintances will partake of bis 
glad cheer no more forever. His morning sun was fair and on- 
clouded ; its meridian, bright and effulgent ; and Its descending rays 
Insured btm a glorious immortality." 

Ib the Will of Colonel Branch, he left (among other prop- 
erty) to his son Jc«eph "ten thousand acrea of land in the 
State of Tenn^see, on the waters of Duck River," By the 
Bame will, Joseph was given a 600-acre tract called "The 
Cellar," near Enfield. "The Cellar" or "Cellar Field" was 
afterward owned and occupied by Governor Branch, who 
probably purchased it from his brother. 

Colonel John Brandi, Sr., was twice married: first, to 
Eebecea Bradford (daughter of Colonel John Bradford and 
his wife, Patience Eeed), and left by her the following five 
children: 

I, James BTan<^, who was twice married and left an only 
child, who died young, upon which his property (by the 
terms of his Will) reverted to his brothers and sisters. 

II, Martha Branch, who married Gteneral Ely Benton 
Whitaker. 

III, John Brandi, Jr., subject of the present sketch, who 
married (first) Elizabeth Foort;, and (second) Mrs. Mary 
Eliza Bond, nee Jordan. 

IV, Joseph Branch, who married Suaan Simpson O'Bryan, 
and removed to Tennessee, where he died in 1827, at the 
town of Franklin, leaving (among other children) Lawrence 
O'Bryan Branch, of North Carolina, who became a Brigadier- 
General in the Confederate Army, and was killed at the 
Battle of Sharpsburg, otherwise known as Antietam. 

V, Patience W. Branch, who married the Reverend Daniel 
Sonthall. 
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The second wife of Colonel John Branch, Sr., waa Eliza- 
beth H'orwood, daughter of John Norwood, and a sister of 
Judge William Norwood, of Hillsborough, North Carolina. 
Sy her he left the three following children : 

I. William Joseph Sranch, who married Bosa Williams 
Harrisa. 

II. Washington Lenoir Branch, who married Martha Anna 
Lewis. 

III. EliEabetii Ann Branch, who maxried (first) Gideon 
Alston, and (seoond) the Eerarend William Burge. 

Aa already stated, one of the sons of Colonel John Branch 
was John Branch (known as John Branch, Jr., during his 
father's lifetime), and to the latter'a career we shall now con- 
fine thia sketch. 

It was in the General Assembly of North Carolina, whieh 
convened at Kaleigh on the 18th of November, 1811, that 
JosN Bbajnoh, our present subject, made bis first appea:^ 
ance in public life, having been elected State Senator from 
the county of Halifax. So acceptable were his services to 
the people of bis county that he was repeatedly re-elected. 
Twice during the Second War with Great Britain, in 1818 
and 1814, he was State Senator; and, as snch, was a firm 
supporter of the measures of the National and State admin- 
istrations in prosecuting that war. He was chairman of the 
Joint Legislative Committee which presented resolutions of 
censure (December 15, 1813) against the Honorable David 
Stone, in a tone so severe as to cause that gentleman to resign 
from the United States Senate, and make place for a more 
active supporter of the war measures demanded by the people 
of North Carolina. Mr, Branch had attained so high a repu- 
tation that when he was next sent to the State Senate, in 
1815, that body unanimously elected him Speaker — the pre- 
siding officer of the Senate then being called Speaker, instead 
of having the more recent title of President. He was again 
State Senator and again unanimously elected Speaker, at the 
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two following BeeacfDS of 1816 and 1817. On the Sd of 
December, 1817, while serving his third term as Speaker of 
the State Senate, Mr. Branch was elected Governor of Korth 
Carolina by a joint ballot of the General Assembly — the ofBce 
of Governor then being annually filled by tiie Legislatore, 
and not by popular choice. On the day after his election as 
Governor, Mr. Branch sent in his resignation, both as Speaker 
and member of the Senate, whereupon that body unanimously 
passed the following resolution : 

"Resolved, That the thanks of this Boase be preeented to tne late 
Speaker thereof. Colonel John Branch, for the able and Impartial 
manner In which he has dlBcharged the duties of the chair ; and that 
a select committee of this Honse, composed of Mr. Murphey and Ur. 
Pickett, be appointed to wait tm C<d<Hiel Branch and make known to 
him thla RcaolntlfMi.'' 

Mr. Branch waa rejected (Jovemor on N^ovember 24, 
1818 ; and elected for the third time on November 25, 1819, 
serving until December 7, 1820. In his official correspond- 
ence, and messages to the General Assembly, we see evidences 
of sagacity and foresight, while the himianeneas of his dis- 
position is shown by efforts to secure alterations of the over- 
severe penal laws of the time in which he lived. 

Though Mr. Branch waa elected Governor in 1817, he was 
not inaugurated until December 6th in that year, when the 
General Assembly had transacted most of its business, and 
hence it was not until the Legislature of 1818 convened that 
be transmitted his views on public matters, in the shape of 
an annual message, on November 18th in that year. Concern- 
ing education he then said: 

"In a government like oars, where the sovereignty resides In the 
people, and where all power emanates from, and, at stated periods, 
letorns to them for the purpose of being again delegated, it is of the 
last importance to the well being and to the existence of government 
that the pnbllc mind should be enlightened. Our sage and patriotic 
ancestors who achieved the liberties of our country, and to whom we 
are Indebted for onr present beulga and Iiappy form of govermnent, 
dnly impressed with the magnitude of the subject, and anxiously 
solicitous to impart stability to our Institutions, and to transmit to 
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poeterlty the luestlinable boon for wbicb thej fought and bled, have, 
as regards this subject, with more than parental cantlon, Impoeed the 
most solemn obligations on all of those who may be called to admin- 
ister the government. Permit me, therefore, to refer you In a par- 
ticular manner to this solemn Injimction contained in the Constitu- 
tion of the State of North Carolina, Article XLI, that a school or 
schools shall be established by the Legislature for the convenient 
instmction of youth, with such salaries to the masters, to be paid by 
the public, as may enable them to instruct at low prices ; and all use- 
ful learning shall be duly encouraged and promoted in one or more 
Universities.' Let It be recollected that by this chart we are bound 
as the servants of the people, under the solemnities of an oath, to 
steer the vessel of state; and when w« connect this imperious duty 
with the luminous and Impressive appeals which have so often been 
made to the Legislature for the last year or two, I apprehend that 
nothing that I could add would Impart additional force. It surely 
will not be denied that It is a subject, of all others, in a republican 
government, of the most vital Importance: for it is in this way, and 
this alone, that oar republican iustltutious can be perpetuated, of that 
radical changes can be effected tn the morals and manners of the 



In this meesage the Governor also conunended the cause of 
internal improvementa, dwelt upon the banking system of 
that day and other matters not of present interest, and eam- 
efltly recommended that punishments under the criminal law 
should be made less severe. The desirability of establishing 
a penitentiary was also discussed, imprisomnent therein to 
supplant the many capital punishments then impoeed by tie 
statutes. 

It is a fact not generally known that the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina was established in pursuance of a recommen- 
dation contained in the above-mentioned annual message, 
which Governor Branch sent to the L^slature on November 
18, 1818, Before that time, the highest judicial tribunal in 
the State had been called tbe Supreme Court, but the Su- 
preme Court of North Carolina, in its present form, was not 
organized until the year just mentioned. In his message, 
Governor Branch dwelt at some length on the inconveniences 
of the court procedure then existing, and closed by saying: 
"I wiU take the liberty of recommending that three additional 
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judges be appointed to preside in our Supreme Court, with 
sufficient salaries attached to the offices to command the £rst 
legal talents of the State." No time was lost by the Legisla- 
ture in acting upon tie Gbvemor's recommendation, for Chap- 
ter I. at that session established the Supreme Court, and 
Chapter II. made some supplemental provisions defining its 
jurisdiction. The new Court first convened on January 1, 
1819, John Louis Taylor presiding as Chief Justice, with 
Leonard Henderson and John Hall as Associates — worthy 
fore-runners of iJie long line of eminent jurists who have 
since given North Carolina a rank second to none in tbe judi- 
cial annals of America. 

Governor Branch's interest in the cause of public education 
never flagged ; and, when the next session of the State Legis- 
lature convened, he renewed his former recommendations, 
Baying in his annual message, dated November 17, 1819: 

"In the first place, as claiming a pre-eminence above all others, 
allow me to call joui attention to tbe snbject of the education of 
7onth, the only dorable basis of eTerythlng valuable in a government 
of the people, and to press on jour attention tbe moral and political 
obligations wMch yon are under, created and imposed by tbe solenm 
injunctions of the Couatitntion, to patronize and encourage a general 
diffusion of knowledge ; for, when we advert to the languishing con- 
dition of some of onr nurseries of science, and observe the apathy 
which prevails In regard to tbelr advancement, It becomes a enbject 
of no leas astonishment than regret." 

In the same message Governor Branch speaks in terms of 
emphatic condemnation of one of the most oppressive and 
unjust laws of that day, as follows : 

"Imprisonment for debt must be considered aa a kind of punishment 
which Is Inflicted at tbe mercy of the creditor, and mast often be 
exercised upon objects wbere pity and not punishment Is due. In 
truth It seems to be a remnant of that Gothic policy which prevailed 
during the ruder ages of society — a policy as barbarous as It is use- 
less, and it Is to me strange that it should so long have been suffered 
to disgrace the code of laws of a State which might otherwise boast 
of its freedom and humanity." 

This message likewise refers to another law, then on the 
statute hooks, which provided that a person convicted of per- 
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jury should have hie ears cropped off and nailed to the pillory, 
in these worda : 

"The cmel and sangninarj natare of the punishment Inflicted on 
those guilty of perjury, and probably SMue other offences, without 
reference to the different degrees of criminality, are well worthy <rf 
leglslati-Te anlmadTerslon. The certainty of punlelunent. It Is nnl- 
versally admitted, has more Influence In preventing the commission 
of crimes than Its severity. Hence It Is desirable to apportion, as 
nearly as practicable, the punishment to the enormity of the offence." 

Love for tiie memory of Washington by the people of North 
Carolina had moved a former Legislature to provide for the 
making of a marble statue of the Father of his Country, by 
the great sculptor Canova, to be placed in the rotunda of the 
Capitol, and to give an order to the artist Thomas Sully for 
two full-length portraits of the same great patriot — one to 
be hung in each of the two Houses of the General Assembly. 
In a special message, dated November 23, 1819, Governor 
Branch announced that the statue would soon be ready for 
delivery, and aug^sted that the Stato content itself with one 
portrait of Washington. He said : 

"However mnch we may he disposed to honor the virtue and perpet- 
uate the fame of the immortal patriot, yet it appeare to me that It 
will look a little like overdcdug the matter to have a marble statue 
and two portraits of the same person In the same building." 

The advice of the Governor was followed by the Legisla- 
ture, which procured one portrait instead of two. This por- 
trait (eopied by Sully from Stuart's original) was saved 
from the burning Capitol in which Canova's statue was de- 
stroyed, June 21, 1881, and still adorns the walls of the 
House of Eepresentatives in Baleigh. 

The wisdom and foresight of Governor Brandi were strik- 
ingly displayed in his last annual message, November 22, 
1820, when he referred to impostors in the medical profession, 
and urged a system of regulation for the government of physi- 
cians. This was his language : 

"The science of medicine, so vitally Interesting to our citicens and 
90 well deserving of legislative attention, has as yet, with a few excep- 
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tlons, passed nimotlced and unprotected. And It mnat be admitted, 
bowevet oupleBsaDt tlie admlasion, that tbere are bat few States In 
the Union, where medicine is In a lees reputable ccmdlUou than In 
North Carolina. The question nataraUy occurs, wbj Is this the case? 
The answer is obvlons. Becaoae, in almoet every other part of the 
country, a medical education, regularly acquired, and formally com- 
pleted at some public medical university, or satisfactory testimonials 
of professiraial ability from some respectable and legally constituted 
Board of PhyBlcians, is essential to the attainment of public respect 
and public confidence. 

"Hitherto the time of our annual sessions has been almost exclos- 
Irely devoted to the preservation and security of property, whUe the 
lives, health, and happiness of a numerous and intell^ent popuIatlMi 
have been left at the mercy of every pretender ; and thousands and 
tens of thousands of our fellow-citizens, I might say, have fallal vic- 
tims to the empirical efforts of a host of Intruders. 

"The youth of our State who have been reared and educated for tbe 
profession, with that native modesty which I trust will ever charac- 
terize them, advance with becoming diffidence In their avocatitHia, 
while the more adventurous quack, presuming on the ignorance and 
credulity of the people, runs oft with the spoil. This certainly In no 
<me Instance can last long ; but, from the facility with wDlch these 
persons change quarters, and from the eagerness with which afflicted 
humanity seizes the oOered relief, the first fruits are but too often 
gathered by the rash tbongh Ignorant practitioner. Dnder these dr- 
cumatancee, what Inducements have our young m^i to trudge up the 
rugged hill of science and spend their time and patrimony la laying 
tlie foundation for future usefulness? True, the intellectual triumph 
is exquisite ; but, of Itself, it la insufficient to anstain the diffident and 
desponding youth who finds himself pressed by so many difflcultlea, 
and finds, too, that his very sustenance Is taken frmn him by the 
characters above alluded to. 

"Again, it must be morticing to see our young men constrained to 
abandon their native State In pursuit of medical science abroad, 
where, too often. In reaping the fmlts of science, foreign principles 
and foreign habits are formed, not only opposed to the genius and 
spirit of our government, but measurably dlsquallQrlng them In other 
reai>ect8 for useful life — thus exhausting, as It were, the last earn- 
ings of parental industry and frugality to obtain what might, with 
little effort, be as well obtained at home. Let me, however, observe, 
what may be deemed superfluous, that this Medical Board will not 
prejudice the pretensions of any practltlouer of the present day, for 
its {^wratlons must necessarily be prospective. 

"This subject presents so many Interesting points, and in truth Is 
BO snsc^tlble of Illustration, that I must believe it Is only necessary 
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to Interest the mind of the Intelligent stateamen to perceive ItB Im- 
portance. 

"I am aware that some dlTerslty of sentiment may be expected aa 
to the manner In which the Medical Board, above alluded to, shonld 
be established; but that it Is not only practicable hnt highly expe- 
dient, none, I think, can rationally donbt when they advert to the uni- 
form success which has attended the efforts of many of onr sister 
States. Ijet me then entreat yon, as the guardians of the people's best 
interests, to give this subject, of alt others the most Interesttng, a 
full, fair, and dispassionate consideratlrai.'' 

Under the State Coi^titution then in force, Governor 
Branch was not eligible for more than three terms in aucces- 
sion, and in his last message he made (bj way of conclusion) 
warm acknowledgments to the Legislature for past honors, in 
the following words : 

"1 shall now, gentlemen, close this desultory address ; and. In doing 
so, permit me to tender you, and through you my fellow-citizens 
generally, the unfeigned bomage of my respect and gratitude. If, In 
the discbarge of the duties attached to the Executive Office, my ovi- 
duct has been such as to give efficacy to a govemmeut of taws — to 
impart in the smallest degree vitality and energy to the benign and 
happy Institutions under which we live, and finally to meet the ap- 
probation of my fellow-citizens, I can confidently say tbat my highest 
ambition will have been gratified, and that my ftmdest and most 
ardent anticipationB have been realized." 

While Mr. Branch filled the Executive Chair in Ealeigh, 
a little incident occurred (communicated to the writer by the 
Gktvemor's granddaughter, Krs. Eppes) which makes an in- 
teresting story. On going to his tailor's on one occasion, a 
small boy employed in the shop ran out and held his horse. 
After finishing his business, the Grovemor spoke kindly to the 
little fellow and tossed him half a dollar as he rode away. 
More than forly-five years thereafter, in June, 1865, when 
one of Governor Branch's daughters returned to her home in 
Tennessee, which she had left a few years earlier to be near 
her husband, Major-Greneral Daniel S. Donelson, of the Con- 
federate Army, who had died in 1863, she fotmd the place in 
a state of dilapidation and filth, with wood-work and fumish- 
ings wantonly broken and defaced, and the building occupied 
by a Federal officer, who refused to yield poasessitm of the 
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place, though the war was over. Mrs. Donekon had made 
the trip from Florida in wagons, accompanied by some of 
her former slaves, and under the escort of her brother-in-law, 
Mr. Arvah Hopkins. Having occasion to continue his jour- 
ney by rail to New York, Mr. Hopkins stopped in Washington 
and obtained an interview with President Johnson, to whom 
he explained the treatment Mrs. Donelson had received. 
After listening attentively, the President had an order issued 
and forwarded by telegraph to the occupant of the Donelson 
house to vacate it immediately, to have the premises cleaned, 
and workmen employed to repair such damage as the place 
had received. Then turning to Mr. Hopkins, he said : "I 
thank you, sir, for telling me of Mrs. Donelson's predicament. 
I wouldn't have missed this opportunity of doing a favor to 
a member of Governor Branch's family for anything in the 
world. He gave me the first fifty-cent piece I ever owned." 
Then the "Tailor-Boy President" related to Mr. Hopkins the 
small act of kindness shown by the Governor of a great State 
to little Andy Johnson, a penniless orphan in Raleigh nearly 
half a century before — an act which no doubt escaped Glovei^ 
nor Branch's own memory less than an hour after it occurred. 
Although Governor Branch's very soul abhorred the cruel 
laws of his day which inflicted punishmenta, severe out of all 
proportion, for many comparatively trivial crimes, and 
thongh he freely exercised the pardoning prerogative in such 
cases, no earthly power could move him to interfere where 
he deemed it proper and just for the law to take its course. 
During his term of office, a case arose in Raleigh where an 
intoxicated young white man had stabbed to the heart an in- 
offensive negro slave, and was sentenced to death therefor. 
A perfect avalanche of petitions and protests from practically 
the entire population of Raleigh was thereupon showered upon 
the Governor, asking a pardon. Among the many who sought 
clemency for the condemned were several State officers, one 
hundred and twenty-three ladies, and young Frederick Ster- 
ling Marshall, owner of the slave who had been killed. The 
prisoner's youth, his belated contrition and penitence, his al- 
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leged temporary "deraDgement of underatanding," the in- 
Bolence and insubordination which the petitioners declared 
woald be encouraged among the negroes by putting the life 
of a freeman and of a slave upon the same footing, and many 
other considerations were urgently set forth without avail, 
and the prisoner died on the gallows on the 10th of November, 
1820 — notice being thereby served on the world that all 
human lives, those of the humble and dependent slaves as well 
as of their masters, were under the protection of the law in 
North Carolina. 

Though always resentful of Northern interference, thought- 
ful mem throughout the South were sealmig a solution of the 
slavery problem for nearly threeKjuarters of a century before 
the outbreak of ihe War between the States. One of the experi- 
ments tried was the organization of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society in 1816, with "judge Bushrod Washington, of 
Virginia, as president. The object of this society was to 
take charge of such negroes as might from time to time be 
emancipated, and form a colony of them in Africa, Local 
branches of this association were formed in various cities 
throughout the South. On June 12, 1819, the Reverend Wil- 
liam Meade, afterwards Bishop of Virginia (who proved his 
sincerity by freeing his own negroes), visited Raleigh and 
organized a local society. Governor Branch presided over the 
session which was then held, and became first president of the 
Raleigh organization, which later made considerable contri- 
butions in money for the furtherance of the plans set forth in 
the constitution of the society, $1,277.50 being subscribed at 
the first meeting. The full list of officers was as follows : Gov- 
ernor Branch, President; and Colonel William Polk, Chief 
Justice John Louis Taylor, Judge Leonard Henderson, and 
Archibald Henderson, Vice-Presidents. The board of 
managers consisted of State Troasurer John Haywood, Judge 
Henry Potter, General Calvin Jones, General Beverly Daniel, 
the Reverend William McPheeters, Dr. Albridgton S. H. 
Burgee, Dr. Jeremiah Battle, the Reverend John Evans, 
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Secretary of State William Hill, Thomas P. Devereux, 
Joseph Boss, and Moses Mordecai. The aeoretary was Joseph 
Gales, and Daniel Du Pre was treasurer. This list of officers 
(to which some additions were later made) ia set forth in the 
Raleigh Register, of June 18, 1819. 

In the Gleneral Assembly of NorUi Carolina which ccat- 
vened on the 18th of Novranber, 1828, Ex-Govemor Branch 
was present as State Senator from Halifax County. On De- 
cember 14th, after a prolonged contest, that L^ialature 
elected him United States Senator, for a term beginning 
Mardi *, 1823, as micoessor to Montfort Stokes. 

From lbs Annais of Congress, for December 3, 1823, we 
learn that, on that day "John Branch, appointed a Senator 
hy the Legislature of Ihe State of Nordi Carolina, for ths 
term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March last, 
produced his credentials, which were read, and the oath pre- 
scribed by law was administered to him". 

It is not the purpose of the present writer to attempt a 
detailed account of Mr. Branch's career in the United States 
Senate. The records show that ho was one of the leading de- 
baters in that august body — a body presided over by Calhoun, 
and made up of Boxii men as Thomas H. Benton, Robert Y. 
Hayne, Martin Van Buren, John McPfaerson Berrien, Hug^ 
LawsoD White, William Henry Harrison, William H. King, 
Nathaniel Macon, and others of scarcely less note. While in 
the Senate, Mr. Branch advocated, as he had formerly done 
when Governor of North Carolina, the abolition of imprison- 
ment for debt. Of the pension hill which provided for the 
relief of Revolutionary officers, to the exclusion of privates, he 
was a pronounced opponent, declaring that "he never would 
consent to place the officer, who had reaped the laurels of 
victory, on a different foundation from the private soldier 
who stood by the flag of his country, stimulated alone by 
patriotism." Internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment he usually opposed, believing that this class of work 
should be done by the States wherein the improvements 
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were made, while harbore, rivers, canals and other waterways 
should receive the care of Congress, It is aaid that Mr. 
Branch's opposition to the Senate's confirmation of Henry 
Clay as Secretary of State, in 1825, first won for him the 
friendship of Andrew Jackson, between whom and the great 
Kentuckian little love existed. 

When Senator Branch's first term was drawing to an end, 
the General Assembly of North Carolina, on November 24, 
1828, mianimonsly re-elected him for six years more, to begin 
on March 4, 1829. He did not enter upon this second 
senatorial term, however, owing to a hi^er honor which 
fell to his lot a few days after his first term expired. 

On the 9tli day of March, 1829, President Jackson sent to 
the United States Senate the nomination of John Branch, 
of North Carolina, for the office of Secretary of the Navy. 
This nomination being duly confirmed, Secretary Branch 
went to North Carolina to arrange some private affairs and 
to tender his resignation, as tlnited States Senator, to Grov- 
emoF Owen. The selection of Hr. Branch as a member of 
the President's Cabinet was naturally a source of great 
gratification to his friends in North Carolina and elsewhere; 
and, in the month following his appointment, the citizens 
of his native county of Halifax were preparing in his honor 
a great public entertainment, but this proffered courtesy he 
Was forced regretfully to decline, owing to a promise to the 
President that he would return to his new post as head of the 
Navy Department with the least possible delay. 

In the latter part of December, 1834, while a member of 
the Legislature of 1834^'35, to which he was elected after 
the expiration of his term in Congress which followed hie 
Cabinet service, Mr. Branch made a speech in which he gave 
an interesting account of his official association with Presi- 
dent Jackson. Concerning his appointment as Secretary of 
the Navy he said : 

"Without solicitation on mr part, he [President Jackson} desired 
me to become a member of bis Cabinet, aod take cbarge of the Navy 
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Department. I returned him m7 warmest acknowledgments for so 
dlstlngalBhed an evidence of his confidence, but remarked that I 
doubted my abUit; t« discharge the duties of that Department, either 
to my own Batisfactlon or that of my coontry, and that I muBt ask 
time to consnlt with my friends. To this he consented, and I prom- 
ised to caU. and give tiini an answer next evening. The first person I 
asked counsel of was my friend and colleague, Oovernor Iredell, now 
perhaps within bearing of my voice, a gentleman whose high claims 
to confidence are universally acknowledged, and (to borrow a figure 
of the gentleman from Warren) whose Inherent virtues and talents 
rendered him peculiarly fit to perform so delicate an office. He un- 
hesitatingly said that, Inasmuch as It was the first appointment of 
that grade ever tendered to a citizen of North Carolina, and as it was 
an honor intended to be conferred on the State through me, I was 
not at liberty to decline. The next friend with wh<mi I consulted was 
the Senator from Burke [Samuel P. Carson], tbea a member of the 
House of Representativea of the United Stat«8 — a friend indeed I 
may call him, a friend while In favor, but stUl more a friend when 
In adversity. His merits and Just claims on the State I will speak 
of elsewhere. His counsels were substantially the same as those of 
Governor Iredell. I then sought Interviews with many others ; and, 
finding there was but one optolon among my friends as to the course 
proper for me to pursue, I In due time signified my acceptance of 
the trust." 

On December 1, 1829, Secretary Branch sent bia first 
annual report to President Jackson. It told of the movements 
of various veseelfl in different parts of tbe world — ^tbe 
Mediterranean Sea, West Indian and South American 
waters, the Atlantic, Pacific, etc. It also gave a list of Navy 
Tarda and Hospitals, and recommended in tbe strongest terms 
the eatabliBhment of a Naval School, where jmiior officers 
might be given a finished education, with especial attention 
paid to modem languages. Such instruction, said be, would 
be of great service during foreign cruises, while officers were 
in contact with the representatives of other nations. Many 
of the older officers, the Secretary intimated, were more of a 
hindrance than a help to the service, and should be relieved 
from active duty. He observed, however, that as these officers 
bad formerly rendered honorable and useful service to the 
Government, ample provision should be made for their main- 
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tenanc© in retirement. He also recommended ft revision of 
the laws respecting the Marine Corps. Piracy had not then 
been blotted out of existence, and he gave some account of 
operations against these depredators on American commerce. 
The pay of Naval officers, as compared with officers of relative 
rank in the Army, he said was unjustly inadequate, and 
should be increased. 

In the message to Congress from President Jackson, he 
called attention to the annual report of Secretary Branch, as 
f oUowe : 

"Tbe accompanyiiig report of the Secretary of tlie Navy will make 
you acquainted with the condition and useful employment of that 
branch of oar service daring tbe present year. Consiltatliig, as It 
doea, the beet standing eecnrity of this country against foreign aggres- 
sion, It claims the especial attention of the Government In this 
spirit tbe measures which, since the termination of the last war, have 
been In operatlcoi for Its gradual enlargement, were adopted ; and It 
should continue to be cherished as the ofFsprlng of our national expe- 
rience." 

A few weeks before the entrance of Secretary Branch upon 
his duties as head of the Navy Department, Congress took 
its £rst action toward attempting to lessen the use of strong 
drink among junior officers of the Navy. On February 25, 
1829,* the House of Eepresentatives passed a Eeeolution in- 
structing the Secretary of the Navy "to require three of the 
Medical Officers of the Navy, whom he shall designate, to 
report to him their opinions, separately, whether it is nec- 
essary or expedient that 'distilled spirits' should constitute 
a part of the rations allowed to Midshipmen." In pursuance 
of these instructions, Secretary Branch designated Surgeons 
Thomas Harris, WiUiam P. C. Barton, and Lewis Heerman ; 
and required them to give their opinions on this point. What 
these opinions were, the present writer has been unable to 
ascertain ; but consideration of the same matter, with some 

•Strange to say, the reported proceedings of CongresB for Febru- 
ary 25, 1829, fall to mention this matter, but manuscript letters In 
the Navy Department quote the language of the resolution of that 
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additions as to enlisted men, was again taken up by Congress 
one year (to the very day) after its first action. On I'obruary 
25, 1830, the Honorable Lewis Condiet, a member of Ck)n- 
gress from New Jersey and a physician by profession, in- 
troduced the following rroolutiona in the House of Represen- 
tatives: 

"1. Resolved, That tlie Committee on Naval AflaJis be lustmcted to 
Inquire into the expediency of inducing the seamen and marines in 
tlie Nav7 of the United States volnntarlly to dlscontlnne tite nae of 
ardent Bplrlts, or vinous or fermraited liquors, by substituting for It 
doable its yalne in other necessaries and comforts wMlBt In Uie ser- 
vice, or in money payable at the explratlcm of the service, 

"2. Retolved, also, Ab a further Inducement to sobriety and orderly 
deportment in tlte Navy, as well as with a view to preserve the lives 
and morals of the seamen and marines, that said committee be In- 
stmcted to inquire into the expedience of allowing some additional 
bounty. In money or clothing, or both, to be paid to every seaman 
or marine, at tlie expiration of Ills service, who sliaU produce fr<mi 
his commanding officer a certificate of total abstinence from ardent 
spirits, and of orderly behaviour, during the term of his engagement. 

"3. Resolved, also, That the eald ccanmlttee Inquire and report 
whether or not the public service, as well as the health, morals, and 
honor of the Naval officers would be prcnnoted by holding out to the 
Mldsliipmeu and Junior officers smne further Inducements and incen- 
tives to abstinence from all Intoxicating liquors." 

In introducing these resolutions, Congresflman Condiet 
said similar ones had already been before the Committee on 
Military Affairs, which recommended such action with respect 
to the Army; but had refused to make any recommendation 
concerning the Navy, as the latter branch of the service was 
considered outside of that committee's jurisdiction. What 
effect, if any, these resolutions had, the present writer is un- 
able to say. It was not imtil some years later that the use 
of liquor on ship-hoard by enlisted men was peremptorily 
forbidden. In 1914, Secretary of the Navy Josephus I).iiiiel3 
made a similar prohibitory order applicable to commissioned 
officers also. 

The second (and last) annual report of Secretary Branch 
bears date December 6, 1830, and is much similar in character 
to the first. It contains little matter which would be of 
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present interest Not including many antiquated vessels 
which were laid up for repairs, or discarded, the ships then 
actively in commisBion consisted of five frigates, ten sloops 
of war and four schooners — a very diminutive armament 
when judged by present standards. Indeed, Secretary Branch 
was an avowed opponent of the policy of maintaining a 
large Navy in days of peace, which was an evidence of his 
wisdom when we consider the fact that he lived in the time 
of wooden vessels, when several hundred ship carpenters 
could build a fleet in a few weeks, as had been demonstrated 
on the Great Lakes during the War of 1812-'15. 

Soon after Jackson's inauguration, a, smaU coterie of his 
personal friends was gathered about him, consisting of Gen- 
eral Duff Green, editor of the United States Telegraph, organ 
of the administration ; Major William B. Lewis, of Tennessee, 
Second Auditor of the Treasury; Isaac Hill, editor of the 
New Hampshire Pairioi; and Amos Kendall, Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury, former editor of a Jackson paper in Ken- 
tuol^. As these gentlemen were supposed to have more 
influence over the President's actions than did his official 
advisers, the opposition derisively styled them "the Kittien 
Cabinet". Some time later, upon the rupture between 
Jackson and Calhoun, Green cast his fortunes with the latter. 
Thereupon, the elder Francis P. Blair came to Washington 
to establish a nerw administration organ, the Globe, and he 
was afterwards classed as a member of "the Kitchen Cabinet" 
as Green's snoceesor. Of the newspaper war which followed, 
it has beem truly said that "there were rich revelations made 
to the public" 

When first inducted into office, President Jaokson had made 
up his official family as follows: Martin Van Buren, of 
New York, Secretary of State; Samuel D. Ingham, of 
Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury; John H. Eaton, 
of Tennessee, Secretary of War ; John Branch, of North Caro- 
lina, Secretary of the Navy; John McPherson Berrien, of 
Georgia, Attorney General ; and WUliam T. Barry, of Ken- 
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tucky, Postmaster General This first Cabinet was later 
dissolved, after a stormy controveray between the President 
and three of these gentlemen — not in consequence of any 
divergence of opinion or disagreem^its on the public policies 
of the day, but because Mrs. Branch, Mrs. Berrien, and Mrs. 
Ingham refused to pay social visits to Mrs. Eaton, or invite 
her to parties given in their homes. This Mrs. Eaton, wife 
of the Secretary of War, was the daughter of William O'Neal, 
a tavern-keeper in Washington, and grew to womanhood in 
her father's establishment. Peggy O'Neal, as she was fami- 
liarly known in her younger days, was vivacious, pretty, and 
apparently not possessed of aa much prudence and decorum 
as mi^t be desired, in consequence of which the Washing- 
ton gossips (male and female) had whispered light tales 
concerning her for many years past. Her first husband, 
Purser Timberlake of the Navy, had committed suicide while 
stationed in the Mediterranean, leaving her with two small 
children. Among the boarders who spent much time at her 
father's inn were General Jackson and Major Eaton. After 
her first husiband's death, Major Eaton (then a widower) be- 
came so much enamored of Mrs. Timberlake that he con- 
sulted his friend General Jackson about the propriety of 
seeking her in marriage. The gallant General strongly ad- 
vised such a course. Major Eaton then mentioned — ^what 
was no news to Jackson — that many damaging rqwrts had 
been spread broadcast concerning this lady, and that he him- 
self (Major Eaton) had been credited with being oveHnti- 
mate with her. "Well," said Jackson, "your marrying her 
will disprove these charges and restore Peg's good nama" 
Accordingly Major Eaton and Mrs. Timberlake were 
married in the month of January, 1829. All went well for 
a while ; but, a few months later, when a rumor began to 
gain credence that Major Eaton would be taken into the 
new President's Cabinet, the horror and consternation of 
the ladies of Washington may well be imagined. The matter 
grew even tenser after Eaton's appointment had been an- 
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nounced. With the exception of Secretary Van Bnr^i — a 
■widower with no daughters — all of the Cabinet officers were 
married men, whose wives were much given to hospitality, 
hut their hospitality, even at public receptions, was never ex- 
tended to Mrs. Eaton. When Jackson wrote to John C 
Calhoun, remonstrating about Mrs. Calhoun's action (or 
rather inaction) in this matter, the Vice President very 
sensibly replied that it was a quarrel among ladies, and he 
would have nothing to do with it To much the same effect 
was the observation of the Secretary of the Navy, when 
first approached on this subject; and later, when President 
Jackson attempted to dictate to him the social course his 
family should pursue, he found a man as headstrong and 
determined ae himself in the person of the official whom one 
of Jackson's biographers has (not over-accurately) described 
as "the weak-willed Branch." And it may be said in passing 
while referring to Jackson's biographies, tiiat there seems 
to be no truth whatever in the oft-repeated assertion in those 
works that Branch owed his appointment to Eaton's influence. 
Branch was tendered the appointment while Jad<son was still 
debating in his mind whether to make Eaton or Hugh Lawson 
White the Secretary of War — a point which he found bo 
difficult to decide that he finally left the matter to be settled 
by those gentlemen themselves, when White generously with- 
drew in Eaton's favor. Concerning Branch's own opinion of 
Eaton's appointment, he said in a statement issued in 1831 : 
"Before the President had nominated Major Eaton for the 
War Department, and while the subject might be supposed 
to be under consideration, I took the liberty of stating to 
General Jaokaon candidly my reasons for believing the selec- 
tion would be impopular and nnfortunata" 

Even the Lady of the White House, Mrs. Andrew Jackson 
Donelson, wife of the President's nephew and private secre- 
tary, refused point-blank to call on Mrs. Eaton, whereupon 
she was promptly sent home to Tennessee, though later 
summoned back to Washington. Of his own family's con- 



JOHB BBANOH 21 

nection with this matter, we are fortunate id being able to 
give an account by Secretary Branch himself. He said: 

"Aboat tbe last of May, my family came on to mingle with a 
Hodety to wbicli tbey were etrangers. lliey found the lady of tlie 
Secretary of Wai, a native of the city, excluded from tills eoctety, 
and did not deem It their duty or right to endeavor to contn>l or 
coonteract the decisions of the ladies of Washington; nor did tbey 
consider themBelves at liberty to Inquire whether these dedslons 
were correct or otherwise. Bngaged, as I was continually, with all 
the engroeslitg affairs of the Navy Department, I did not know at 
night whom my family had visited In the day, nor whom they had 
not ; and thus the time passed without, I can confidently assert, the 
least interference on my part, with the matters that belonged 
exclusively to them." 

Though 8ome badielor members of tbe diplomatic corps 
(notablj thoee from Great Britain and Russia) extended so- 
cial courteeiee to Mrs. Eaton in tbe shape of dinner parties, 
etc., the wives of other foreign ministers were no more con- 
siderate of her than were the ladies of the Cabinet. Indeed, 
the President so far lost his head in his desperate efforts to 
force Mrs. Eaton uptm Washington Society that be seriously 
contemplated sending home the Kinister from Holland be- 
cause that diplomat's lady had withdrawn from a dinner at 
the Russian Embassy where Mrs. Eaton was a guest Balked 
at every turn in bis eScaia to secure social honors, or at least 
social recognition, for Mrs. Eaton, the President now deter- 
mined to dissolve his Cabinet, and find advisers more sub- 
servient to his wishes in social matters — for no record of 
political disagreement, at that time, between Jackson and his 
Cabinet, can be found. 

The various letters, recorded interviews, newspaper oom- 
mnnications, etc., brought forth by the affair of Mrs. Eaton, 
both before and after her husband's appointment, would 
fill a volume, and the present writer has no desire to weary 
the reader by attempting to set them forth. On April 8, 1831, 
Secretary of War Eaton sent in his resignation; and Secre- 
tary of State Van Bnren did tie same three days later. Sec- 
retary of the Navy Branch resigned on April 19th ; and At- 



tomey Gleneral Berrien, then abaeat from Washington, sent 
the Preddent bis resignation on June 15th — Postmaster Gen- 
eral Barry being the only member of the former Cabinet 
who remained in office. In fact the office of Poatmaater Gen- 
eral was not included in the Cabinet list before Jackson's 
time. The resignations of Van Buren and Eaton were re- 
ceived with many expressions of regret by the President, who 
later honored both of these gentlemen witb other appoint- 
ments. Indeed, it was Jackson's influence which afterwards 
elevated Tan Buren to the Presidency as his successor. At 
the time of Branch's resignation, the President intimated his 
willingness to send him on a foreign mission. He also of- 
fered to appoint him Territorial Governor of Florida. These 
proffered honors were declined by Mr, Branch, tiiough he be- 
came Governor of Florida some years later by appointment 
from President Tyler. Eegarding his interview with Jack- 
son juBt before be tendered the President his resignation, 
Secretary Branch has left the following account: 

"He commenced by saying that he had desired my attendance to 
Inform me of tbe resignations of Mr. Tan Buren and Major Eaton, 
and then a solemn pause ensued. I could but smile, and remarked 
to him that he was acting in a character nature never intended him 
for ; that he was no more a diplomatist than in3'se1f, and I wlalied him 
to tell me frankly what he meant. This tmrestralned manner of mine 
relieved him; and, with great apparent kindness, he spoke out his 
purpose, and asked me U there was anything abroad I wanted, adding 
that the commission for Governor of Florida was on his table, and It 
w<i>nld give him pleasure to bestow It oa me. To this I replied that 
I had not supported TH-m foi the sake of office, and soon after 
retired." 

After the close of the interview just mentioned. Secretary 
Branch lost no time in forwarding to the President his resig- 
nation in the following conmiunication : 

WashlngtOD, April ISth, 1831. 
air: 

In the interview which I bad the honor to hold with 70U ttilB 
morning, I understood it to be your fixed purpose to reorganize your 
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Cabinet; and tliat, as to myself, it waa roar wish that I should retire 
from the admlnlatratlon of the Navy Department 

Under these drciunstancee, I take pleasare In tendering to you the 
commission, which, uneollcited on my part, you were pleased to con- 
fer on me, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 

Yours, &c., JOHN BBANOH. 

To the President of the United SUtes. 

0pou receipt of this conmLimioation, President Jackson 
replied, upon the same da;, in the following letter : 

Washington. April 19th, 1831. 
Sir: 

Your letter of this date, by your son, 1b just received— accwnpany- 
Ihg It iB your commission. The sending of the latter was not neces- 
sary; It Is your own private property, and by no means to be con- 
sidered part of the archives of the Qovemment Accordingly I 
return It 

There Is one espresfdon In your letter to which I take leave to 
except I did not as to vourtelf, express a wish that you should 
retire. The Secretaries (O. State and of War having tendered their 
resignations, I remarked to you that I felt it to be Indispensable to 
reorganize my Cabinet proper ; that It had come in harmoniously, and 
as a unit ; and, as a part was about to leave me, which on tomorrow 
would be announced, a reorganization was necessary to guard against 
misrepresentation. These were my remarks, made to you In candor 
and sincerity. Your letter gives a different import to my words. 

Tour letter contains no remarks as to your performing the duties 
of the office until a successor can be selected. On this subject I 
should be glad to know your views. 

I am very respectfully yours, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
The Hod. John Branch, 

Secretary of the Navy, 

Immediately upon receipt of the letter just set forth, Sec- 
retary Branch sent the President the following reply : 

Washington, April 10th, 1831. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonrs of this date. 
In answer to mine of the same. 

In reply to your r^nark that there Is one expression in my letter 
to which you must except I would respectfully answer that I gave 
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what I tmdentood to be tbe mbBtance ot joar convemtlrai. I did 
not pretend to quote yonr iangoagK. I regret tliat I misandwstood 
ytm In tbe tUghteat degree. I, however, atond corrected, and cbeer- 
tailf accent tbe luterpretattcm wUIcA yon bare given to yoor own 
expreMtoii. 

I >ball freely contlnne my best ezertlonB to dlacbaxge the dnUes of 
tbe Department until yon provide a anccemor. 

I have tbe honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
Toor obedient servant, 

JOHN BRANCH. 
To the President of the United States. 

The concluding letter of the official correspondence between 
President Jackson and Secretary Branch fully sets forth the 
fonner's reason for reorganizing the Cabinet, and bears 
testimony to the high opinion entertained by him of the man- - 
net in which the affairs of the Navy Department had been 
conducted by the retiring Secretary. It was as follows : 

Waahlngton, April 20tb, 1881. 
Sir: 

Late iBBt evralng I had the honor to receive your letter of that 
date, tendering your resignation of tbe office of Secretary of tbe 
Navy. 

When tbe resignations of the Secretary of State and Secretary ot 
War were tendered, I conatdered fully the reaeona ofCered, and all 
the circumstances connected with the subject After mature delibera- 
tion, I concluded to accept those reelgnatlona Bat when this con- 
clusion was come to, It was accompanied with a conviction that I 
must entirely renew my Oablnet. Its members bad been Invited by 
me to the stations they occupied ; It had come together In great har- 
mony, and as a unit, Under the clrcnmstanccB In which I foond my- 
self, I could not but perceive the propriety of selecting a Cabinet com- 
posed of entirely new materials, as being calcnlated, in this respect 
at least, to command public confidence and satisfy public opinion. 
Neither could I be inaenalbte to tbe fact that to permit two only to 
retire would be to afford room for unjust mlsccmception and malig- 
nant representations concerning tbe influence of their particular pres- 
ence upon the conduct of public affairs. Justice to the individnala 
whose public spirit had impelled them to tender tbelr resignations 
also required then, in my opinion, tlie decision which I have stated. 
However painful to my own feelings, it became necessary that I 
staottid frankly make known to yon my view of the whole subject. 

In accepting your resignation, It is with great pleasure that I bear 
testimony to tbe Integrity and seal with which you have managed the 
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conceiDs <rf the Navy. In fonr dlscbaTKe of &11 the dntiea of your 
office over which I have any control, I Itave been fully satisfied ; and 
in your retirement you carry with you my best wished for your pros- 
I>erlty and happiness. 

It is expected tliat you will continue to dlscliarge the duties of your 
<Ace until a successor Is appointed. 

I have the hcmor to be, with great respect. 

Your most obedl^it servant, 
John Branch, ANDREW JACKSON. 

Secretary of the Nary. 

It has be^i said that the social controversy over Mrs. Eaton, 
which terminated in the dissolution of Freaident Jaekson's 
Cabinet, had an important bearing on United States hiBtory 
for many years thereafter, as it gained for Van Buren the 
Presidency, through the influence of Jackson, and widened 
between Jackson and Callioun the breach which later resulted 
in the Kulliflcation proceedings. 

After winding up his affairs in Washington, Mr. Branch 
returned to his home in Enfield, North Carolina. Not long 
after this, he wrote a full account of his experiences in and 
retiremeat from the Cabinet to his friend, Edmund B. Free- 
man, then residing in the town of Halifax and later Clerk of 
the Supreme Court of North Carolina. This letter was 
first published in the Soanohe Advocate, of which Mr. Free- 
man was editor, afterwards being copied in the Raleigh 
Register, of September 1, 1831, in NUeS" Register, of Septem- 
ber 3, 1831, and other publications of that day. It is here 
given in full : 

Enfield, August 22, 1831. 
Dear Sir: 

Of the causes which led to the dissolution of the late Cabinet, I 
have never entertained a doubt. I will briefiy state the reasons I 
have for my opinion, and leave you to judge of them as well or as 
ill founded. Before the President had nominated Major Baton for the 
War Department, and while the subject might be supposed to be 
under consideration, I took the liberty of stating to General Jackson 
candidly my reasons for believing the selection would be unpopular 
and unfortunate. I reminded the President that he knew I was the 
friend of Major Eaton, and perionalli/ preferred him to either of the 
others proposed for his Cabinet; and, of course, nothing I should 
say on the subject ought to be construed into an intention to Injure 
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bim (UBjor E&ttm), but, on the contrar;, to save him from luflalte 
rexatton and annoyance, wWcH, it was too plain, were In store for 
Urn If be took a seat In the Cabinet nnder the clrcnmstancee In wliicb 
be was placed. \ The President admitted that charges bad been made 
against tbe character of Mrs. Eatoa, but Insisted on It they were 
slanders, and that be ought not to notice them. I did not perceive 
at tbe time that he was hurt by the frankness or natnre of my com- 
munlcatloD. tboogta I afterwards learned that he bad become offended 
with, and bad discarded from bis acquaintance, several of bis old and 
best friends wbo bad ased the like freedom of speech on tbls subject 
My remonstrances, it is known, were without effect, and Major Eaton 
was soon after formally appointed Secretary of War. ■ Before this 
was done, however, I made an appeal to Major Eaton nimself, and 
without reserve disclosed my apprehensicms to him, adding that I 
did not pretend to Intimate that there was tbe least truth In these 
reports ; but. It utterly false, they would still have an effect on the 
President's peace and quiet, as he must know what use the opposition 
would make of It ; that I believed It was Impossible he could be willing 
to subject General Jackson to such a state of things ; that be could 
not Itave forgotten bow much General Jackson bad been distressed 
by the calumnies and ill reports which had been formerly circulated 
about Mrs. Jackson; that, since the death of that lady, those reports 
bad subsided, and would soon be heard of no more; that General 
Jackson knew tbe same kind of reports and imputations had pre- 
vailed with respect to Mrs. Eaton; tliat if be (Major Eaton) entered 
into the Cabinet, tbe enemies of the President would not fail to make 
a handle of It, and thus revive, In the General's bosom, recollections 
wtklcb could not be but painful and distressing; ; and which could not 
fall to disturb tbe tranquUlty and usefulness of his admlnlatrationj 
My remarks were received apparently with the same kindness and 
courtesy wliich characterised my manner, but tbey no doubt laid the 
foundation of that hostility which afterwards became active and un- 
extinguisbable. From the moment of Major Eaton's appointment, 
General Jackson began to use Ills utmost efforts to bring Mrs. Eaton 
into public favor and distinction. He frequently spoke of tbe neglect 
Mrs. Eaton received when she attempted to appear at public places. 
He did not fall to Intimate that It would be a most acceptable service 
r^idered him if the members of his Cabinet would aid in promottog 
tbls object. I felt greatly embarrassed by such appeals to myself. 
It was impossible for me to comply with hia wishes on this point, but 
It was, nevertheless, painful for me to say so. In any other matter 
in wblcb I could, with a proper respect for myself and tbe feelings 
of my family, have complied with an intimation of hia desire, no 
one would have done so more cheerfully than myself. By way of di- 
verting bis mind, I several times spoke of tbe difficulty he would 
experience in attempting to regulate the Intercourse of tbe ladles; 
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tbat they weie. in matters of tbat kind, uncontrollable and omnipo- 
tent; ttmt he would find lees difficulty In flgbtlog over again the 
Battle of New Orleans^j Soon after It was ascertained that Mre- 
Eaton could not be received Into the society of the families of the 
members of the Cabinet, Major Eaton's conduct to me discovered an 
evident change in his friendly feelings, and became cold, formal, and 
repulsive. I repeatedly threw myself Into bis c(»npany, and endeav- 
ored to assure him that I still had the most sincere desire to be on 
friendly terms with him, and wished for opportunities to convince 
him of the sincerity of my pr<tfeSBlonB. In this coarse there was no 
guile — no view but that which my words fairly Imported. I most 
sincerely regretted the state of public feelli^ towards Mrs. Eaton, 
but it was not witbin my power to control or soften It. It was a sen- 
timent resUag in the breast of the female community of Washingtmi 
City and the Nation, which was not to be suppressed or obliterated. 
After this. Major Eaton's enmity to myself became every day more 
and more apparent. I could hear frequently of declarations to this 
effect, and of his determination to be revenged. It Is true these 
reports came to me circultously and indirectly, but I could not, from 
circumstances, doubt theli truth. 

At length came the mission by Colonel Johnson, the substance of 
which has already been given to the public by Messrs. Ingham and 
Berrien. I will only add to their statements that I distinctly under- 
stood Colonel Johnson to say that he came to ns from the President 
of the United States, authorized by him to hold the interview ; and, 
unless our dlStcultles in reference to Mrs. E!aton could be adjusted, 
that Mr. Ingham, Judge Berrien, and myself must espect to retire. 
Wlien he closed his remarks, I well recollect rising from my seat, and, 
with an earnestness of manner which tlie estraordiuary character of 
the communication was so well calculated to produce, observed, 
among other things, tliat no man had a right to dictate to me and 
my family, In their domestic relations, and that I would submit to 
no control of the kind. The ColMiel undertook to reason the matter 
with us by observing that, although it might be impracticable to 
establish intimate and tocial relatitms between our families and Mrs. 
Eaton, he conld see no reason why she should not be invited to oni 
large partiei, to which everybody was usually invited, Tom, Dick, 
Harry, 4c. With this concession, he said, the President would be 
satisfied. We protested against the Interference of the President in 
any manner or form whatever, as It was 8 matter which did not 
belong to our oQlcial connection with him, soon after which Colonel 
Johnson expressed his deep regret at the failure of his mission, and 
we separated. 

I waited until Friday, a day having Intervened, in expectation of 
hearing from the President; but, receiving no message, I walked 
over, in htqjes tliat an opportunity would offer to put an fsoA to ray 
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onpleasaDt state of feeling. I found the Preeddent alone. He re- 
ceived me with tiis wonted conrteay, though evidently but ill at ease. 
Id a few minutes the abBorblng subject was introduced. Among other 
things, he spoke in strong language of the purity of Mn. Baton's 
character and the baseness of her slanderers, and presently men- 
tioned a mmor, which he said had been In circulation, of a combina- 
tion to exclude her from society. Several parties, he said, had been 
recently given, among others three by Mr, Ingham, Judge Berrien, 
and myself, to wbich she had not been invited ; and from this It was 
strongly inferred that we had combined to Keep her out of society. 
I told htm that, so far as I was concerned, I believed my family were 
doing no more than the members of Congress, the citizens of Washing 
ton, and visitors to the seat of Government, had a right to expect from 
me as a member of his Cabinet It was certainly In accordance wUh 
universal custom; and that, as to a combination, I knew of none; 
that I could never acknowledge the right of any one to Interfere in 
matters affecting the private and social arrangements of my family ; 
and that, before I would be dictated to, or controlled In such matters, 
I would oftondon hit Cabm^t, and wa* ready to do to u>henever he 
detired it, and added several oQier strong remarks of a similar char- 
acter. He assured me. In reply, that he did not detire it; that he 
teas entirely satitfted with the manner in which I had ditcharged 
my official dulv, and that he did not claim the right to aictate to ua 
in our goeial relations, but that be felt himself bound to protect the 
family of Major Eaton, as be would mine under similar circum- 
stances. I then Informed him that Colonel Johnson had formally an- 
nounced to Mr. Ingham, Judge Berrien, and myself, that It was his 
Intention to remove ns from office for the cause mentioned, and I had 
learned from Mr, I. the evening before, who derived his inftmna- 
tion from the Colonel, that he had gone so far as to make temporary 
arrangements for the Departments, viz., Mr. Dickins for the Treas- 
ury, Mr. Kendall for the Navy, and some one else for Attorney Gen- 
eral, This the President denied, and said he would send for Golond 
Johnson, and for that purpose called for a servant. When the ser- 
vant came, I observed it was unnecessary to send for the Colonel — 
his word was sufficient "Well," said he, "If yon are satisfied." I 
told h *"* I was. We continued our conversation for some time. I 
attempted, on that occasion, as I had done several times before, to 
convince him of the Impropriety of his interfering at all in a Question 
of such a delicate character, but his feelings were evidbntly too much 
enlisted to weigh any reasons which might be offered. 

I have already Informed the public that no paper was presented to 
me, or read to me, or alluded to, having reference to the future con- 
duct of the members of the Cabinet On this head I cannot be mis- 
taken, I may add that the President constantly Insisted on the neces- 
sity of barmony among the members of the Cabinet Here I cannot 



JOHN BEANCH 39 

refrain from a remark upon tbis injntictlou of tbe President, tliat 
Hajor Eaton was tbe only dlssatlsfled member of the Cabinet, the 
onlf one who carried complaints to tbe President of the conduct of 
others, tbe only one who employed bis efforts to bring ua to discredit 
with the pnbllc or tbe President. Amoi« the others the ntmoet 
civility and sociability prevailed. No one annoyed Urn <HaJor Eaton) 
or made any effort to embarrass the operations of bis Department 
or in any manner acted towards blm as inimical or deficient in re- 
spect; and yet we are to be punished for the discordances of the 
Cabinet. Can any decision be more arbitrary and unjust? 

A few days after this Interview with tbe President, Colonel Johnecm 
came into the Navy Department, and as be entered I rose to receive 
him. With his wonted cordiality of manner he expressed bis satis- 
faction at the pacific aspect of our relations. I obserred to him, with 
a smile, that tlie President denied having authorized Iilm to malce 
such a communication as he liad made. He good-humoredly replied, 
"Let it pass ; I presented it to you in tbe most favorable light," and, 
as be was hurried, here tbe conversation ended. 

About the same time I Iiad an interview with Major Eaton, in the 
presence of Judge Berrien and Major Barry. This was brought about 
by the President. Major Eaton, It seems, had Munplalned to him, 
eltber directly or Indirectly, that at a party given by my family the 
last of September or tbe first of October, 1829,* to tbe family of a 
most estimable friend and relation of mine, from Nashville, Tennes- 
see, who was on a visit to Washington City, tbe Bev. J. N. Campbell, 
then of that place, now of Albany, N. T., was among the invited 
guests. The circumstances were these: Mr. Campbell, who bad re- 
sided in tbe dty for some years previous to General Jackson's Inaugu- 
ration, was tbe pastor of a churcb, and such was his reputation that 
the President and three members of bis Cabinet, viz., Mr. Ingham, 
Judge Berrien, and myself, took pews and became regular attend- 
ants at bis churcb. In tbe coarse of his ministry he formed an 
acquaintance with my family, and occasionally visited them. He hap- 
pened there while my friend Hill and his family were with us, con- 
tracted an acquaintance with them ; and, when tbe party alluded to 
was given, my daughters invited blm. He attended, and took the 
liberty of carrying with him his friend Dr. Ely, of Philadelphia, who 
had Jnst arrived. I knew no more of his being invited than of any 
other person who happened to be present. He was, however, not the 
less welcome on that account, nor was his friend Dr. Ely. Neither ot 
these gentlemen require a recommendation where they reside. Mr. 
Campbell is known to be a learned, pious, and most eloquent divine. 
Some short time after the party, I beard, very much to my surprise, 
that Major Eaton and some of bis partisans were enraged with me. 



OO JOHN BRANCH 

and threatened my destracdoa, because Mr. Campbell and Dr. Elly 
were at my houae aa above stated. I conld scarcely credit the report, 
nntll it was mentioned to me b; the President, when I emphatically 
asked him who questioned my right to Invite whom I pleased to my 
house? He testily observed, No person; but, as there was some mis- 
understanding between Major Baton, Mrs. E., and Mr. Campbell, that 
he (Major E.) thought It evinced hostility to him. At the Interview 
above alluded to, between Major Eaton, Judge Berrien, Major Barry, 
and myself. Major Eaton mentioned the circumstances of Mr, Gamp- 
bell and Dr. Ely being at my house on the occasion referred to. I 
asked Major Eaton, in the most franh and friendly manner, if this 
was his only complaint, and If he would be satisfied, provided I 
convinced him he was In error, assuring him at the same time that 
he had no right to consider me as being under the influence of un- 
friendly feelings towards htm ; that, on the contrary, be ought to know 
my personal attachment for bim, before the Cabinet was formed; 
and further, U he would obtain the consent of his brother-in-law. 
Major Lewis, to read a confidential correspoadence which passed be- 
tween Major L. and myself, In the Winter of 1827-'28, on this duturb- 
tKff subject, he would then be convinced of the disinterestedness and 
correctness of my course, and of Its entire conformity lo that friend- 
ship and good will which had so long subsisted between us. I might 
have gone further and said that Major Lewis, in the Winter of 
1827-'28, when there could be no unworthy motive to mislead either 
of ns, considered Mrs. Eaton an unsafe associate for Ms daughter, 
although be was now endeavoring to Induce General Jackson to drive 
me ont of the Cabinet because I would not ccnnpel my daughters to 
associate with her. Major Eaton would not say whether he would 
be satisfied or not, and the , explanation was withheld. But as we 
were about to separate, he offered me his hand in a more cordial 
manner than he bad done for some months previous. I have no 
doubt that Major Eaton, in t«ndering his resignation, stipulated for 
the dismissal of tie three offensive members of the Cabinet, Mr. 
Van Buren, also, I have reasons to believe, urged the adoption of this 
measure. This gentleman bad discovei-ed tliat the three members of 
the Cabinet (afterwards ejected) disdained to become tools to sub- 
serve his ambitions aspirings, and he determined to leave them as lit- 
tle power to defeat his machinations as p(«alble. It Is said to be a 
part of bis character to tolerate politically no one who will not enter 
heart and soul into measures for promoting bis own aggrandisement. 
He had become latterly the almost sole confidant and adviser of the 
PreeldentJ How he obtained this tnfiuence might be a subject of 
curious and entertialnlng Inquiry. But I shall not pursue It I may 
add, however, that amongst the means employed, were ine most de- 
voted and assiduous attentions to Mrs. Eaton, and unceasing efforts 
to bring her Into notice, especially with the families of the foreign 
Ministers. 
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Finally, wbea tlie President found that Ills efforts to introduce Un. 
Eaton into society proTed abortlTe, he became every day less com- 
mtinlcatlve, and more and more formal in his bospitalttles nntlL there 
could be no doubt that, as to myself, on mifrleadly influence had 
obtained an ascendancy in his private councils, and the result eliowa 
that he tiad determined to sacrifice me to gratify the feelings of thoae 
whom I had offended as stated above. 

I may at some future time add to ttiese views. At present I take 
my leave, with assurances of great respect and esteem. 

Toots, Ac-, 
To Edmund B. Freeman, Bea-, JOHN BBANOH. 

Halifax Town. 

P. S. — I have not considered it necessary to notice a charge made 
in The Globe, against Judge Berrien, of suppressing a material part 
of a letter which I wrote to him, and my Bubstituting another In Its 
stead. If any person has been misled by this bold accusatloD of the 
editor of The Olobe, and is desirous of obtaining correct information, 
he has my permission to read the whole letter, although It was not 
intended to be made public. 

For some yeare the bitter feelings, caused by the diaruption 
of tlie Cabinet, eurvived, and came near causing a duel be- 
tween Ex-Secretary Branch and Senator Forsyth, of Georgia, 
in the year following, while Mr. Branch was serving as a 
member of CongreBs, to which ofEce he had been elected after 
his resignation from the Cabinet. The newspapera published 
what purported to be a speech made by Senator Forsyth, in an 
executive session of the Senate, on the nomination of Martin 
Van Buren as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to the Court of St James, in which Forsyth was quoted 
as referring to "a late Secretary" as a "volunteer repeater of 
confidential conversations with' the Chief Magistrate." Upon 
having this called to his attention, Mr, Branch addressed the 
following communication to Senator Forsyth : 

Wasbingtoa City, February Sth, 1832. 
Sir: 

I have read the printed report of your speech, prepared by yon for 
the press, purporting to be the remarks wlilch you made in the Senate, 
In secret session, on the nomination of Martin Van Buren as Bnvoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of St. James. 
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Tlie notice wUcb 7011 take i>f a conversatloii referred to In the debate 
by Mr. Poindexter, Soiator fiom MlsBlssippl, requires that I should 
ash of you to state to me, explicitly, whether you did or did not know, 
or bad reason to beliere at the time you wrote out your speech f<^ 
publication, that I waa the 'Somebody, erne of the late Secretarlea" to 
whom yon refer ae the volunteer repeater of confidential converaa- 
tlons with the Chief Uaglatrate? 

Tour reply to this conununicfitlon will regulate my future actkai on 
this Bobject. 

I am respectfully yours, Ac, 

JOHN BBANCH. 
Hon. John Forsyth. 

This note was convejed to Senator Forejth by the Honor- 
able Samnel P. Caraon, a Kepresentative in Congress from 
North Carolina, who also had a verbal discussion of the sub- 
ject with the Georgia Senator, who did not consider it oon- 
sistent with self-respect to make any explanation while the 
implied threat, with which Mr. Branch's note concluded, was 
allowed to etaud. By the hands of Congressman William S. 
Archer, of Virginia, he sent to Colonel Carson the following 
communication : 

Washington, Febmary Sth, 18S2. 
Dear Sir: 

Althoo^ perfectly satisfied with your verbal declaration, on reflec- 
tion, since we separated this morning, I tbl"V it Indispensable that 
the concluding paragraph in the encloeed letter should be omitted, or 
that your r^narks to me on the subject of it should be in writing 
before an answer to It Is transmitted to you. 

I ireturn It to you to adopt either course that may be most agreeable 
to you. 

I am, dear sir, very sincerely, 

JOHN SORSTTE. 
Hon. Mr. Carson. 

After consultation with Colonel Carson, Mr. Branch con- 
sented to withdraw the objectionable paragraph, it being con- 
sidered immaterial, and Carson replied to Forsyth as foUowe : 

House of RepresentatlycB, February 6th, 1S32. 
Dear Sir: 

If the simple Interrogatory contained in the letter of Governor 
Branch, would be more acceptable to yon, without the paragraph 
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witb wblcb It concludes, I am authorised, as bis friend, to state to 
f ou tliat tbat paragrapb may be considered as stxlchea from bis note, 
not deeming it essential to the substance of bis Inqulr;. 

Very respectfully, 
Hon. John Forsytb. SAM'L P. 0AB80N. 

P. a. — Your note was not handed to me till tbis day, since the meet- 
ing of the House. 

Feeling now free to answer Mr. Branch's letter, Senator 
Forsyth sent this reply to the inquiry therein contained: 

Wastainston, February flth, 1832. 
Siri 

I have received your note by GoliMiel Canon. 

The remarks of mine, to which you point my attention, were made 
in answer to Ur. Poindexter, and Intended to apply to the person 
referred to by blm, without knoieledge of tbat person, on my part, 
then, or at the time my remarks were prepared for the press. 

I ant very respectfully yours, &c., 

JOHN POESYTH. 
Hon. Mr. Branch. 

On the day after Senator Forsyth's reply was written, 
another note from Mr. Branch was conveyed to him in these 
words: 

Washington, February Tth, 1882. 
Sir: 

In your answer to my note by Colonel Carson, you state tbat you 
did not know tbat I was the person referred to by Governor Potn- 
dexter as having held a conversation with the President. It being 
now made known to you that I was the person, I wish to Inquire 
whether you feel yooiself at liberty to disaTow the application of 
those remarks to me? 

I am respectfully, ftc., JOHN BRANCH. 

Hon. John Forsyth. 

The matter was concluded to the satisfaction of all parties 
when, on the same day, Senator Forsyth sent the following 
disclaimer : 

Washington, February 7tb, 1832. 
Sir: 

Tour note of this morning informs me tbat you were tbe person 
referred to by Mr. Polndester in tbe observations alluded to in your 
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former notes, and Inqnires whether I feel at liberty to disclaim tlie 
application to you of 1117 temarks In reply. 

Having submitted the subject to some of my friends, who unite in 
thinking that the inference from the observations of Mr. Polndexter, 
under which my remarks were made, that the conversation referred 
to bad been confldentlal, was not warranted, and satisfied tliat the 
view of the subject is correct, I have no hesitation in disclaiming the 
application to you of the charge, Imported by these remarks, of hav- 
ing repeated a confidential conversation. 

I am respectfully, &c., 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hoa John Branch, 

House of Eeptesentatlves. 

The above correspondence, made public by Messrs. Carson 
and Archer, first appeared in The Umted States Telegraph. 
Later it was copied in NUes' Weekly Be^isier, o£ February 
11, 1832. 

It was doubtless a source of satisfaction to the friends of 
both parties that the controversy between Mr. Branch and 
Senator Forsyth was adjusted in a manner honorable to both 
gentlemen, and probably to none so much as to Colonel Carson, 
who, less than fours years ibefore, in consequence of some as- 
persions cast on the honor of his aged father, had challenged 
and killed Ex-Congressman Robert Erank Vance — a circuna- 
stance which marred his happiness throughout the remainder 
of his life. 

While speaking of the practice of duelling, it may be men- 
tioned that Mr. Branch, during his term as Senator, was one 
of the party of gentlemen who witnessed the famous duel be- 
tween Henry Clay and John Randolph in 1826. 

Upon the retirement of Secretary Branch from the Cabinet 
of President Jackson, he returned to North Carolina, and was 
received with every mark of consideration and honor by the 
people of his native State. Under date of August 18, 1831, 
the citizens of Bertie County, through a committee of their 
number, sent him an invitation to become the guest of honor 
at a banquet which they wiahed to give at the town of Windsor 
as a testimonial to his worth, or (to quote the language of the 
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invitation) for the "purpose of espreasing their hi^ regard 
for his private virtues, as well as the hi^ opinion which the; 
entertained of his firm and undeviating course, pronuoentlj 
displayed in manj important services rendered his State, 
and more especial; bj his late demonstration of attadmient 
to those principles which had always governed him." On 
August 20th, Mr. Branch replied that, under the most 
auspicious circumstances of his life, such marked kindness 
could not fail to be hi^y acceptable; but the fact of his 
having heea recently expelled from the Cabinet of the Presi- 
dent by the ascendency of certain "malign influences" and 
of still being pursued in his retir^nent with a fiendlike 
vengeance, bent on the destruction of his good name, nothing 
could be more grateful to his feelings than the generous con- 
fidence and support of those who had known him from his 
earliest entrance into public life. Sickness in his family, he 
said, now required his imdivided attention and would soon 
render necessary a trip to another climate. Hence he would 
have to forego ihe high gratification he should otherwise 
e^erience in making bis acknowledgments to friends gathered 
around the festive board. A few months after this, Hr. 
Branch went on a visit to Tennessee. On October 4th, he de- 
layed his trip in Baleigh long enough to call attention, through 
the Baleigh Register of October 6th, to the fact that in a 
lengthy statement recently issued by Ex-Secretary Eaton, 
the latter, in publishing a letter written by Mr. Branch to 
Jackson, had altered the date and thereby made it appear 
that Branch was so lacking in self-respect as to continue ex- 
pressing feelings of ardent friendship for the President two 
days after that official had shown him marked discourtesy 
in an interview on the all-disturbing topic of Mrs. Eaton. 
As a matter of fact, the letter was written two days before 
the interview took place, and at a time when Mr. Branch 
had every reason to count the President among his best 
friends. 
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While on hia way to Tennessee, Mr. Brandi passed tbroiigh 
Asherille (where the Superior Court was in aeasiou), and 
bis admirers in that vicinity tendered him a public enter- 
tainment, but circumstances rendered it impossible for him 
to accept the proffered courtesy. 

In August, 1831, a signal honor was paid Mr. Branch when 
the Honorable Jesse A. Bjnum and other candidates for Con- 
gress in the Halifax District voluntarily withdrew from the 
race and caused bis unanimous election to the National House 
of Eepresentatives. Mr. Branch entered upon his new duties 
at the first session of the Twenty-seoond Congress, which 
asseonbled on the 5th of the following Beconber. Having long 
been a conspicuous figure in National politics, be at once took 
high rank in his new station. During t^ course of his service 
he was a debater on many bills and resolutions which came 
before that body, including hanking laws, Indian affairs, 
the tariff, naval affairs, &«., all of whidi were important in 
their day but which would not be of interest if set forth at 
length in this sketch. 

When men first began to make use of steam power, numer- 
oua conjectures were made as to what purpose it would serve; 
and, in 1832, a bill was introduced in Congress to authorize 
the Navy Department to expend $111,704 in the fitting out 
of a steam frigate and the construction of two "steam tat- 
teries." On June 21st, in the year just mentioned, Congress- 
man Branch called up this bill and advocated its passage. 
He said that Secretary of the Navy Woodbury wished the 
experiment made, to ascertain whether steam power might not 
successfully be introduced as a means of naval defensa With 
keen foresight he further declared ; "It is admitted on all 
hands that, sooner or later, this newly discovered power will 
be introduced, if not in offensive, certainly in defensive war- 
fare, and I think the contemplated experiment worth mak- 
ing". These so-called "steam batteries" were small vessels, 
not mudi more than barges, propelled by steam and carrying 
small batteries, to be used chiefly for coast defense. Seven 



JOHK BBAITCH 37 

years later, in 1838, Secretary of the Navy Dickerson also 
roeommended the constmction and equipment of this type 
of defensive craft. 

At the expiration of his teim in the National Hotise of 
Itepresentatives, Mr. Branch declined to become a candidate 
for re-election. This left the field open to the Honorable 
Jesse A. Bynmn and Colond Andrew Joyner; and, in the 
contest which followed, Mr. Bynmn was victorious. 

In the year following his retirement from Congress, Mr. 
Branch made his last appearance as a member of the I^pa- 
lature of North Carolina, taking his seat in the State Senate 
which convened in the month of November, 1834, and con- 
tinued its sittings into the early part of 1835. The General 
Assembly of the year jnst m^itioned had many distinguished 
members, who were chiefly interested in the question of call- 
ing a State Constitutional Convention in 1835, which was 
accordingly done. In this Legislature was also a bitter fight 
over the proposition to instruct United Statea Senator Willie 
P. Mangum to vote for expunging the resolution of censure 
against President Jackson for removing from office the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, William J. Duane, and withdrawing 
OoTfflimient deposits from the banks. There was mach dis- 
cussion among the North Carolina l^iislators as to the pro- 
posed instructious to expunge, and Mr. Branch (an ardent 
advocate of States' Eights, now allied with the Calhoim 
faction) made a notable speech opposing the proposed in- 
structions to Senator Mangum. In this speech he gave a 
full narrative of his past connection with Jackson, and his 
remarks attracted wide attention. The Baleigk Star and 
North Carolina Gazette, of December 25, 1834, said Mr. 
Branch's speech was the "topic of conversation in every 
cirde", and the same paper of February 12, 1835, gave the 
speech in full, remarking editorially; "It is an able pro- 
duction, and, as it comes from one whose sound republicanism, 
unimpeachable veracity, and sterling integrity, his bitterest 
political enemies would not dare to question, the extraordinary 
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facts which he narratea cannot fail to produce a powerful 
effect upon the public mind." Notwithstanding the oppoei- 
tion of the faction led by Branch, the Jacksonians were vic- 
torious, triumphantly carrying the resolution of instruction, 
which Senator Mangum refused to obey after it was passed. 

On the 4th day of June, 1835, the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of North Carolina assembled in Raleigh. In this body 
were many of the State's ablest and most distinguished 
citizens. John Branch was the del^ate from Halifax 
County. On the opening day of the session he placed 
in nomination for President o£ that body the venerable 
Nathaniel Macon, his old senatorial ooUeague, who was unan- 
imously elected. Mr, Branch took a prominent part in the 
deliberations and debates of the Convention. Annual sessions 
of the General Assembly he strongly favored. Of his position 
on this point the Convention Joamal says: "He believed 
that annual sessions of the L^slature were well calculated 
to keep in check Federal usurpations. The powers of the 
General Government are constantly increasing and American 
liberty depends on the preservation of State Eights and State 
Powers." The speaker declared that he was no disorganizer, 
but favored keeping a constant watch on the Federal power. 
He advocated the abolition of borou^ representation in the 
Legislature though in his own county was one of the 
"borough towns." On the subject of the Thirty-second Section 
of the Constitution, aimed at Koman Catholics and providing 
a reli^ous test for ofBce-holders, he said he had risen 
from an attack of illness to vote for its repeal. He realized, 
as all men did, that this section had always been inoperative 
(Burke, Gaston, and possibly other Boman Catholics having 
held office without molestation on account of their religious 
views), hut he declared that the section ou^t to be expunged 
from the Constitution as unworthy to remain in it. When, 
however, a Christian test was proposed to be substituted in 
its place, Mr. Branch declared that he could not conscien- 
tionsly vote for the substitute. "Striking out the word 
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Proiestani and inserting the word Christian would not cure 
the evil," said he, and asked: "Why are the Jews to be 
excluded from office ? They were the favored people o£ the 
Almighty. Our Savior and His disciples were Jews; and 
are there not men among the Jews as talented, as virtuous, as 
well qualified to fill any office in our Government, as any 
other citizen in our community? A Jew may be appointed 
to any office under the General Government. He may be 
raised to the Presidency of the United States. And why shall 
we refuse to admit him to any office under our Government V 
The -speaker added : "I am opposed to all religious tests for 
office and shall therefore vote against this amendment." In 
this Convention, Mr. Branch opposed the proposition to de- 
prive free negroes of the right to vote, provided they posseBsed 
property, saying "he was willing to keep the door open to 
the most intelligent free men of color, but was unwilling 
to part with the freehold qualification." His membership 
in this Oonstitutional Convention was the last public office 
ever held by Mr. Branch in North Carolina, l^ough he was 
once more a candidate before the people of the State. 

The amended State Constitution, which was duly ratified 
by the people in a general election, provided that the office 
of Governor should be filled by popular vote, and not by the 
Legislature as theretofore; and Edward B. Dudley, of Wil- 
mington, was elected by the Whigs over the Democratic 
nominee, Ex-Govemor Kichard Dobba Spaight, (the younger) 
in 1836. In 1838, Governor Dudley, who had ably ad- 
ministered the affairs of his office, was a candidate for re- 
election, and Mr. Branch (still legally a citizen of the State 
though absent much of the time in Florida) was nominated 
by the Democrats to oppose him ; but the Whigs were again 
victorious. After this defeat, Mr. Branch was never again 
a candidate for public office in North Carolina, though a 
post of hi^ honor in Florida was soon to be conferred on 
him — a post which had been tendered him before, in 1831, 
but which was declined at that time. 
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In 1836, when Martin Van Buren was the nominee of the 
Democratic party for President, being given this honor 
chiefly through Jackson's influence, John Branch voted 
against that candidate; but, by 1840, when Van Buren waa 
again the choice of his party for President, Mr. Branch's 
resentment against his old associate in the Cabinet had so far 
cooled down that he returned to the Democratic ranks and 
gave h'TTi his unqualified support 

The present sketch haa heretofore dealt with the public 
career of Governor Branch in North Carolina and at the 
National Capital, and it may be well now to say something 
of his personal history and domestic life before we treat 
of his later services as Governor of Florida. In telling of 
these private aspects of his life, the writer hereof wishes to 
make acknowledgments, for valuable assistance, to the Gov- 
ernor's granddaughter, Mrs. Nicholas Ware Eppee (n^e Brad- 
ford), of Tallahassee, Florida, a lady of rare intelligence, 
who in childhood and youth was thrown into close association 
with her grandfather, and probably haa a better first-hand 
knowledge of his life and character than any other person 
now living. 

Though bom in the tovra of Halifai^ Governor Branch's 
early diildhood was spent at Elk Marsh, his father's country- 
seat near Enfield, in Halifax County. He is said to have 
been a slender, delicate little lad, very studious, and given 
to thinking deeply on any subject that interested him. After 
a preparatory education in a neighboring "old field school," 
he entered the University of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, 
a few years after the establishment of that renowned insti- 
tution, and graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
in 1801. His loyalty to his Alma Mater was lifelong. He 
was ex officio Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Uni- 
versity when Governor, from 1817 to 1820, and remained a 
member of that Board ujitil absence from Norli Carolina 
in 1844 made him ineligible for further service. Time and 
again he attended the commencement exercises, and was 
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probably the oldest living graduate for aome years prior to 
hia death, which occurred sixty-two years after the com- 
pletion of his nniversity course. 

After his graduation from the UniverBity of North Caro- 
lina, young Hrancb returned home, and soon went to the 
neighboring county of Franklin, where he became a student 
of law under Judge John Haywood, a native of Halifax 
Comity, who then held a seat on the Superior Court Bench 
of North Carolina and was afterwards a Judge oi the 
Supreme Court of Tennessee. Law, however, seems not to 
have been to the liking of Mr. Branch, and he aoon entered 
the more active field of politics, also taking a deep interest in 
the management of his extensive landed estates. His first 
wife (the mother of all his children), to whom he was married 
on April 6, 1803, was Elizabeth Foort, daughter of John 
Foort, Jr., a gentleman of Scottish descent, residing in Hali- 
fax, whose wife, Margaret Bandolph, was a daughter of Dr. 
Richard Randolph, of Viiginia, At the time of his marriage 
Mr. Branch waa only twenty years old, and his wife sixteen, 
she having been bom on January 1, 1787. The youthful 
pair took up their abode on the "Cellar Field" plantation near 
Enfield. In worldly possessions they were not lacking, Mr, 
Branch having inherited a good estate from his mother and 
later from his brother James, and Mrs. Branch being a 
woman of wealth in her own right — her father having died 
before her marriage. Mrs. Eppes, whom we have already 
mentioned, says of her grandparents: "The young couple 
were almost children, yet they were happy children and 
devoted lovers throughout more than forty years of their 
married life. Never was there a more hospitable home, and 
besides the nine sons and daughters who came to them, two 
orphan nieces of Mrs. Branch's and five of Joseph Branch's 
children, as well as several cousins, found a home and a 
father's and mother's loving care beneath their roof." One 
of the orphan children of Jos^h Branch, here alluded to, was 
Lawrence O'Bryan Branch, in after life distinguished as 
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railroad president, CongTeeeman, and Confederate General, 
who waa alain in 1862 at the battle known to the Federala 
as Autietam and to the Confederates as Sbarpsburg. Besides 
three daughters, General Branch left an only son, William 
Augustus Blount Branch, who saw service in the Confederate 
Army before reaching manhood, as a courier on the staff of 
Major-General Robert F. Hoke, and afterwards was a member 
of the fifty-second and fifty-third Congresses, 1891-*96. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Branch waa indeed a woman qualified by 
nature, training, disposition, and intellectual endowments, to 
share the fortunes of her distinguished husband in the various 
high stations to which he was called. In the capitals of both 
North Carolina and Florida, her gracious hospitality, when 
wife of the Chief Executive, won for her the esteem and ad- 
miration of the refined circles in which she moved, and, while 
sojourning among the notables of Washington, she was fully 
equal to the task of upholding the social responsibilities rest- 
ing upon the lady of a cabinet official or national legislator. 
Indeed, if the traditions of old Washington be true, the 
Branch home siirpassed all others in the fashionable yet 
wholesome character of ita entertainments. So elaborate and 
largely attended, too, were these social affairs, that a lady of 
that day, in a letter, spoke of one of them as "Governor 
Branch's crush-party." 

As already stated, Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, the first wife of 
Governor Branch, was the mother of all of his children. They 
were nine in nimiber, as follows: 

I. Martha Lewis Henry Branch, bom September 29, 1806, 
who married Dr. Edward Bradford, on November 10, 1825, 
and left descendants. 

II. Bebeeca Bradford Branch, bom August 25, 1808, who 
married Robert White Williams* on April 19, 1881, and left 
desc^idants. 

*After the deatb of his first wUe, Rebecca Bradford Brancb, Mr. 
Williams married her first cousin, Susan Simpson Brancb, sister of 
Qeneral L. O'B, Branch. 
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III. Margaret Branch, bora August 4, 1810, who was mar- 
ried on October 18, 1830, to Daniel S. Donelson (a nephew of 
Mrs. Andrew Jackson) , who distinguished himself in the War 
with Mexico and the War between the States, holding the 
rank of Major-General in the Confederate Army when he 
died in 1863, leaving descendants. 

IV. James Branch, bom November 17, 1812, who married 
Ann Eliza Belton on Februaiy 20, 1839, and left an only 
child, who died in infancy. 

V. Sarah Harris Branch, bom on Febmary 14, 1814, who 
married Dr. James Hunter oa July IB, 1833, and left de- 
scendants. 

VI. Mary Eliza Branch, bom on July 21, 1815, who waa 
first married to General Leigh Head on May 17, 1838, and 
after his death to General William Bailey, leaving by her 
first marriage an only daughter, who died yonng, and by her 
second marriage, an only am. 

VII. John Richard Branch, bora Septranber 28, 1819, 
who married Josephine Woods in November, 1841, and left 
descendants. 

VIII. William H^iry Branch, bora October 9, 1823, who 
married Mary Eliza Horton on October 11, 1848, and left 
descendants. 

IX. Susan Branch, born January 8, 1826, who married 
Arvah Hopkins on December 13, 1849, and left descendants. 

Through the nine children just enumerated. Governor 
Branch has a large number of descendants now living. Their 
homes for the moat part are in Florida, though some are 
residents of Halifax County, North Carolina, as well as of 
other localities. To Governor Branch's second marriage, 
which ciecurred after he had passed his tbree-acore years and 
ten, reference is made elsewhere in this sketch. 

Governor Branch, whose business (both public and pri- 
vate) demanded his presence for prolonged periods of time 
in various localities, necessarily had many different domi- 
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oiles during the course of his life. In infancy or early child- 
hood he waa removed from his native town of Halifax to Elk 
Marsh, his father's plantation in the eame county. After 
reaching manhood, he took up his abode on the Cellar Field 
tract near the town of Enfield. The first house occupieS by 
him on that tract was later burned, and he afterwards built 
on or near its site a handsomer and more commodious struc- 
ture, to which we shall refer more at length later on in this 
sketch. While serving as Governor of North Carolina, his 
official residence in Raleigh waa the building known by the 
imposing title of the "Governor's Palace," then recently eom- 
pleted, -and of which his immediate predecessor in o&ce, Gov- 
ernor William Miller, was the first occupant. This "palace" 
was a large brick building with a front portico supported by 
massive white pillars and stood across the aouthem end of 
Fayett«ville Street, about a mile from the Capitol. It was 
used as a home for the Govemora of North Carolina imtil 
the close of the War between the States, then being aban- 
doned, and about ten years later transformed into the Cen- 
tennial Graded School. It waa afterwards demolished to 
make room for a more modern school building. While occu- 
pying this official residence in Raleigh, Governor Branch also 
had a summer home near Wake Eorest, in the same county. 
His residence, of course, waa in Washington during his ser- 
vice as United States Senator, Secretary of the INavy, and 
member of Congress. Of his home in Florida, and the cir- 
cumstances which led to the removal of himself and family 
to that State about the time of hia retirement from public 
life in North Carolina (in which lattar State he always 
retained his citizenship), we have the following accomit in the 
narrative of Mrs. Eppes, heretofore quoted : 

"In the meantline. Dr. Edward Bradford, who married Governor 
Branch's eldest daaghter, Martha Lewis HenrT, had moved to Florida. 
The glowing accounts he gave of the new country Hred all the famU? 
with enthnslaBtn, so one after another they wended their way south- 
ward; and the year 1836 found Qovemor and Mrs. Braoch, with 
three sous and two daughters, settled at Live Oak. three miles from 
Tallahassee— Dr. Bradford pTacticlng medicine In the little town, 
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Daniel S. Doselson Borvejiiig the new Terrltorj, Bobert W. WllllAma 
serving as Surveyor-General, and Dr. James Hunter and hla wife 
(Sarah Branch) newly arrived ftom the Old North State. 

"Oorenior Branch was deeply Interested in his new estate. Be 
bad purchased several thousands of acres In Leon Cotmty, wliete the 
primeval forests, as yet untouched by the hand of men, covered lofty 
heights and lovely valleys, and lie selected as a site for his dwelling 
a magnificent grove of live oaks crowning a high hill overlooking the 
blue waters of Lake Jackson. Here he built a large and bands<»ne 
residence In colonial style, and had a landscape gardener from France 
to lay out the grounds. A steep declivity led from the garden to a 
grove of magnolias, and In their midst was a beautiful spring which 
from its boiling depths sent forth an Immense volume of sparkling 
water. Here Governor Branch Installed a ram, which carried this 
del^ttul water to his dwelling, supplying bath-rooms and giving 
Irr^ation to the beautiful gardene surrounding the house, where rare 
flowers, collected from all parts of the earth, were to be foond." 

Before his family removed to Florida in 1836, Governor 
Branch had visited that Territory more than once, and had 
purchaeed land there. The first tract which he acquired (De- 
cember 27, 1833) was from the Marquis de Lafayette, it 
being part of a township in Leon Connty, which township 
had been granted by the United States Govermnent to the 
illustrious Frenchman on the occasion of his visit to America 
in 182 4-' 2 5. In 1834, Governor Branch was again in 
Florida, and, aa already stated, settled there in 1836, but 
legally he remained a citizen of North Carolina to the day 
of his death, going to Enfield to vote, and retaining the po»- 
session of his home there. 

Amid the delightful surroundings of his beautiful Florida 
home. Governor Branch spent many of the happiest years of 
his life — sorrows, too, coming at intervals through the sev- 
eral deaths which occurred in his family while he resided 
there. His health being somewhat impaired in 1843-'44, he 
was persuaded to try a change of scene, and spent much time 
in travel. During the course of his joumeyings, he met his 
old friend President Tyler, and the two found it pleasant 
renewing their former acquaintance. Though Mr. Tyler had 
been elected Vice-President as a Whig on the ticket with 
President Harrison (upon whose death he succeeded to the 
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Pr^ideney), he was not now in sympathy with the policies of 
his party, a fact which drew to him many Democratic leaders 
and estranged niany of his old Whig associates — Secretary of 
the Navy George E. Badger, a IN'orth Carolinian, being among 
the several members of his Cabinet who resigned. Before 
President Tyler and Mr. Branch parted, the latter was ten- 
dered the oflSce of Governor of the Territory of Florida, and 
accepted the appointment. As already stated, he had declined 
to assume this post in 1831, when it was offered him by 
President Jackson. 

The nomination of John Branch as Governor of the Terri- 
tory of Florida was sent by President Tyler on June 4, 1844, 
to the United States Senate, and was duly confirmed by that 
body eleven days thereafter, on June 15th. The appointment 
was to take effect on August 11, 1844, that being the date 
when the commission of Governor Eichard K, Call, who then 
filled the Executive Chair, would expire. 

The office of Territorial Governor of Florida was no sine- 
cure, and this was fully realized by Mr. Branch before he 
accepted the commission tendered him by President Tyler. 
The bloody and destructive war with the Seminole Indians 
in that Territory had scarcely drawn to a close ; business was 
demoralized by an unsound financial system, made worse by 
the machinations of non-resident speculators; and yellow 
fever had gotten in its deadly work among many of the set- 
tlers. The Twenty-third Territorial Legislature, or "Legis- 
lative Council," met amid such unfavorable surroundings at 
the beginning of 1845 ; and, on tte 10th of January, in that 
year, Governor Branch sent his official message to these law- 
makers, advising ways out of the difficulties by which the peo- 
ple were beeet, and complaining of the unjust course pur- 
sued with reference to the Territory, by the General Govern- 
ment. In the course of this message be said : 



"It must be admitted that Florida Has riglits to maintain, as well 
as wrongs to redress, of sacb a cMracter as to demand onr undi- 
vided energiea Wltb these convlctiMis, I stionld be wanting In a 
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proper discharge of my duty were J to shrink from the high reeponsl- 
bllltr of recotninendliiK tbem, not only to fonr favorable notice, but 
to foar efficient action. 

"If ever there existed a commnnlty with well-founded clalmB on its 
Ooyemment for indemnity, It le to be found In Florida — a country 
blghl]' farored by Providence, bot laid waste by a ferocious and Im- 
placable foe — provoked and goaded on, not only vtitbout a provident 
preparatloa for snch an occurrence, bat in the prosecution of a war, 
to say the least, of donbtfal policy. It is palnfnl, as It Is unnecessary, 
for me to dwell on the manner In which it ms conducted and pro- 
tracted. It is enough to know, as our citizens but too sensibly feel, 
that, by this Ul-advlaed measure, Florida has become, through no 
agency of her own, an almost blood-stained wlldemesa, and that half 
a century will scarcely suffice to place her where she would have 
been but for the mismanagement of ber Federal Trustee. Would that 
this were all — but not so ! Tbrongta the same agency, an unwise and 
ruinous legislation has been inflicted on her, worse. If possible, than 
war, pestilence, and famine. I mean the blighting infiuence of a cor- 
rupt and corrupting paper system, so utterly rotten that I cannot un- 
dertake its dissection. • • • 

"It is true that all parties now denounce the bankU^ system, as It 
has existed In Florida, as a Pandora's box, and cry aloud for the 
nuisance to be forthwith abated. In this I concur. But let us take 
care that we do not Involve the innocent with the guilty In one indis- 
criminate wreck ; for, in critical operations in surgery, the utmost 
caution and skllt are neceBsary. 

"In addition to all this, Florida has liad Indignities superadded to 
injuries. She lias been charged with repudiating her fust debts. 
Nothing can be more libelous; and, In her behalf, I feel it to be my 
duty to repel the charge. On the contrary, it la her anxiety to pay 
her honest debts that Induces her to scrutinize the spurious demands 
of speculators and bank-swindlers, generated and fostered by irre- 
sponsible Federal rulers. • • • 

"In making the foregoing remarks on our Federal relatitms, it is 
not my Intention to question the fnotiveg or patriotism of any ad- 
ministration, either past or present, but to do justice to a people over 
whom I liave the honor and responsiblli^ of presiding as their Chief 
Magistrate, by a plain narrative of facts, which 1 believe to be Incon- 
trovertible ; and to hold those responsible, and those only, wlio have 
been the cause of your Insufferable Ills. On tile contrary, I should 
do violence to my own feelings were I not to acknowledge the debt of 
gratitude we owe to the patriotic officers and soldiery, both of the 
regular army and militia, who periled everything in tht" Inglorious 
war^-and that, too, under the most discouraging circumstances. And 
I may furtlier add that I sincerely sympathize with them, that, from 
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the character of the enemy with whom the; had to contend, and the 
country in which their operations were carried on, bo few lanrela 
have been won, tbough doabtless merited." 

On a previous page we have shown that, during his three 
terms as Governor of North Carolina, Mr. Branch repeatedly 
urged upon the State L^alature the importance of foster- 
ing public education. His interest in this subject never 
abated ; and, in the above mentioned message to the Legisla- 
ture of Florida, he used this language : 

Allow me to Impress upon you the sacrednesa of yonr obllgatlDns, 
to the rising generation and to posterity, to estend every facility In 
your power to the acquisition of a liberal education. This can only 
be done by establishing schools in every part of your territory, to ttte 
extent of your ability." 

The inefficiency and inadequate equipment of the militia 
of the Territory, and the unprotected atate of the sea-eoast, 
were sources of misgivings to all thoughtful men in Florida, 
and Governor Brandi dwelt upon these matters as follows : 

"The proper and efficient organization of the militia cannot be a 
subject of indifference when It is home in mind that on this species 
of force we have mainly to rely for the defense of this, the most 
exposed portion of the United States. Permit me to urge Its Import- 
ance, and respectfully to recommend a revision of your laws so far 
at least as to ensure prompt and accurate returns to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral of the United States. For the want of such returns, our cltiz^is 
are comparative unarmed, and so Kave been for the Uut thirteen year*, 
although engaged In a bloody war for more than half that time. 
Having done our duty, we may then confidently rely on the Federal 
Oovemment for the fortification of oar extended seaboard. This, 
I am gratified to leam, Is now attracting the attenUon of Congress, 
and I cannot doubt that everything will be done that money and the 
indomitable spirit and energy of our feltow-cltlzens can achieve to 
render our exposed frontier Impregnable to a foreign foe." 

The honor of statehood was not accorded the Territory of 
Florida so soon as she thought herself entitled thereto, and 
Governor Branch expressed himself with his wonted force on 
this matter in his message : 

"Under the Providence of God, Florida earnestly desires to carve 
out her own fortunes In her own way. She asks to be permitted to 
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appoint her own offlcera, and to make and administer ber own laws ; 
and, In Urns asklns, sbe feeU that sbe seeks notUng but what abe ia 
jOBtly entitled to, and what she would be recreant to her best Interests 
and posterity were she not to Insist oa Sbe demands the rights of 
a sovereign State, so long withheld from hei, though guaranteed by 
the Constitution of the United States and the Treaty of Ceasion. 
With a solitary Delegate In CooKreSB, without even a vote to oppose 
aggteeeiona on your rights, how can you expect successfully to con- 
tend for equal participatiou In the beneflla of this glorious confeder- 
acy? Allow me, then, to advlBe yon to gird on the armor of State 
sovereignty — to shake oft the old bop, and put on the new man I 

"To those of our fellow-citizens who believe that we aie Incapable 
of anatalning the erpenaes of a State Government, I wwold respect- 
fully say that. If the estimates of oar able and indefatigable Delegate 
are to be accredited — of which I cannot doubt — your feara are ground- 
less. Instead of being a loss of a few dollars and cents, it will be a 
gain of tbonsands and tens of thoosandB. Bat, I would remark, that 
we oofdit not to be deterred from the pursuit of the great prize by 
sach considerations. The right of self-government Is Inestimable to 
freemen, and ought not to be abandoned for light and trivial canaea." 

Toward the conclusion of his measage, (governor Branch 
took a brighter view of the future of the Territory over which 
he presided, Baying : 

"With a vl^ln soil, a genial climate, and a wise and paternal gor- 
emment to develop and foster her resources, Florida may yet promise 
herself a prosperous and happy future. Although causes beyond her 
control, as prevlonely remarked, have retarded ber growth and cast 
a shade over ber territorial fortunes and good name ; and, although, 
at the moment of throwing off the degrading yoke of vaBsalage, ber 
difficulties may seem to be ai^ialling — yet, when calmly viewed, and 
Impartially weighed by intelligent, patriotic, and honest statesmen, 
Florida will have nothing to dread." 

As Mr. Branch was Gtovemor of Florida for lees than a 
year — from August 11, 1844, until June 25, 1845 — the mes- 
sage from which we have made the extracts set forth above, was 
the only one which he aent to the "Legislative Council/* or 
General Assembly of the Territory, except a few brief special 
messages which would not be of general interest if quoted in 
the present shetcL 
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The Territory of Florida was admitted as a State into the 
Americaii Union by an Act of Congresa paseed on tie 3d of 
March, 1845. In order to make an errai balance of the power 
thus added to the South in the Halls of Congress, anodier 
Territory (of opposite political tendencies) was raised to 
statehood by the inclufiion of Iowa within the provisionB of 
the same Act. There was great rejoicing when news was 
brought to Tallahassee that the Territory of Florida had bewi 
created a State. This action of Congress was especially grati- 
fying to Governor Branch, who gave a large and brilliant 
reception at Live Oak in honor of the event, and invited all 
residents of that vicinity, as well as visitors from other parts 
of Florida, to attend. There is atill preswved a letter from 
the Governor's youngest daughter, written to a sehoolmate at 
Gieorgetown, near Washington City, in whidi is this descrip- 
tion of the entertainment : 

"Oh, I wlBli yon could bavft seen IJv« OaH last nl^tl AU the 
world and hla wife were bidden to help as celebrate, and everrthlng 
poesible was done to add to the occasion. B<»ifliea blazed on the edge 
<a the grove, and lanterns were hung In the shrabbeFy. The bonm 
was brilliantly lighted, and trom top to bottom was thrown open to 
the pnbllc. Across the front entrance, in large letters of llrh^; green 
<m a white banner, was 'State of Florida,' and Inside the boose all 
was Jollity and congratulation, feasting and music." 

Soon after reoeiving official advices that Florida had been 
admitted into the Union, Mr. Branch (who had thus become 
Acting Qovemor of the new State) issued a. proclamation, on 
April 5, 1845, fixing upon the 26tb of May as the time when 
a general election should be held for the purpose of choosing 
a Governor, a L^slature, and a Representative in Congress. 
Governor Branch, being the foremost Democrat in Florida, 
was urged by his frienda to enter the lists as a candidate for 
Governor of the State against the Whig candidate, Ex-Gov- 
ernor Call. To this proposition Mr. Branch declined to assent 
Already he had "sounded all the depths and shoals of honor," 
and was not only willing, but anzions to return to the walks of 
private life. Other considerations moving him to decline fui^ 
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ther participation in politics were Mrs. Branch's continued 
ill health and a set determination on his part never to relin- 
quish his citizenship as a North Carolinian. William Dunn 
Moseley, a personal and political friend of Mr. Branch, was 
thereupon nominated by the Democratic party aa Governor, 
and was duly elected. In the new Stat© government, Gover- 
nor Branch's nephew, Joseph Branch, hecame Attomey-Gen- 
eraL The first session of the Legislature of the State of 
Florida met on the 23d of June, 1845, and two days later, 
on June 25th, Govemor^ect Moseley was inducted into 
office. Thi^ inauguration of a successor closed the career 
of Governor Branch as Governor of the Territory and 
as Acting Governor of the State of Florida. Between the 
careers of Governor Branch and Gfovemor Moseley, we may 
add, there was a striking similarity : both were native North 
Carolinians, both were graduates of the University of North 
Carolina, both had been Speakers of the State Senate of 
North Carolina, both had served aa Governor of Florida, and 
both died on the same day. 

After the expiration of his term of ofBce as Governor of 
Florida, Mr. Branch remained a resident of Tallahassee. He 
also spent much of his time at Enfield, his old home in North 
Carolina. He likewise paid frequent visits to the fashionable 
summer reeorts of that day. On the 19th of January, 1851, 
he suffered the loss of his beloved wife, who passed away 
in the sixty-fourth year of her age, after a happy married life 
of nearly half a century. In referring to the devoted minis- 
trations of Governor Branch during the last illness of his 
wife, his granddaughter, Mrs. Epp«, eays : 

"Mrs. Braoch'B bealth grew steadily worse. I bave said that tbej 
were lovers to the lasL She was very fond of flowers, and every 
morning Qovernor Branch plucked a few pink WosBoms — cIots pinks, 
U be could find them, but of a rosy hue always — and wltb bis own 
hands pinned them In the dainty folds of the ebecr white kerchief, 
which the fashion of that day prescribed for a married lady's adorn- 
ment. When at last she slept peacefully In her casket and he was 
called for a last look at the face which was so beautiful to blm, he 
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tamed awaf wltb a beart-broken sob, and Id a few moments waa back 
again with a closter of tiny pink rosebuds, wblcb be pinned on nltb 
trembling bands. As long as be lived be never failed at every visit 
to adorn ber tomb with tbe brigbt-bned blossoms wMcb sbe loved." 

After the death of Mrs. Sranch, Governor Branch returned 
to his native State, and again took np his abode at Enfield. 
In depicting the closing years of his life, we again quote the 
narrative of Mrs. Eppes, who writes of her grandfather as 
follows ; 

"Qovcmor Brancb never resigned bis cltlzensblp In Nortb Oarollna ; 
and, after bts wife's deatb, be spent most of bis time at tbe old borne 
in Enfleld, coming to Florida eacb winter for a short stay. Tbongb It 
was tbe old bome [at Enfield], it was a new bouse, tbe original tralld- 
Ing wltb all its contents baving been destroyed by fire. It was a most 
comfortable and commodioas dwelling on a bill overlooking the sta- 
tion. A smootb lawn, wltb many sbade-treee, led up to tbe bonse. On 
tbe rigbt was a garden, a veritable bower of beanty ; and, on the left, 
a very fancy stable and bam were outlined against a splendid orcbard 
of peacbes and apples, wbUe at tbe back, among otber buildings, was 
an Icebouse, all combining tbe beauties of fairy-land wltb practical 
uses. 

*^ere he entertained his friends, for to Mm hoBpitality was oae 
of the cardinal virtues, and here he made hie children warmly wel- 
come, and urged strongly tbat some of them should live wltb bim; 
tint, at last, even his widowed daughter, Mrs. Read, married again 
and left him, so In the Winter of 18SS be was married to Mrs. Mary 
B. Bond, of Bertie — a lovely woman, who proved an admirable com- 
panion for bis declining years. 

"Qovernor Branch's religions convictions were of tbe strongest, and 
he had tbe deepest respect for all things sacred. Late In lUe he 
united with St John's Church In Tallahassee, and bis confirmaticm 
service was a beautifnl sight Just before the momlng service be 
walked alone up tbe aisle — tall, spare, and erect, with eyes of clear- 
est blue, and abundant bair of snowy whiteness. At tbe altar he 
was met by tbe Bishop of Florida, tbe Right Reverend Francis H. 
Rutledge. Be, too, bad snow-white hair, and in his robes was most 
imposing. The morning sun came stealing softly in; and, when 
Governor Brancb knelt and tbe venerable Bishop placed his hands 
upon his head, the rays of the sun crowned them both with a halo 
of giory, and we, tbe spectators, felt tbat It was God's own benedic- 
tion on Els good and faithful servants." 
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Afl might be expected o± a States' Rights Democrat of the 
Calhoun school, Governor Branch stood loyally by his native 
State when it seceded from the Union, and became a faithf ol 
citizen of the Confederate Glovemment. He ministered im- 
ceasingly to the needs of those who had enlisted in defense of 
the South, and his purse was ever open to relieve the necessi- 
ties of the dependent ones they had left at home. By the 
hand of death he was spared the horrors of Reconstruction, 
bat did not escape altogether the afBioting consequences of the 
war, for his favorite nephew (General Lawrence O'Bryan 
Branch) was slain early in the conflict, and other members 
of his immediate family were sharers of the dangers bj which 
the land of their birth was beset. 

Governor Branch died at Enfleld, in his native county of 
Halifax, Korth Carolina, on the 1th day of January, 1863. 
It was his good fortune to retain hia mental and physical 
vigor to the last The brief illness, which terminated his 
earthly career, was pneumonia, contracted while riding horse- 
back to direct the operations of an ice-plow. At a time when 
countless messages, by telegraph and mail, bore tidings of the 
death in battle of hundreds of the youngei generation of 
Southerners, the peaceful passing away of "an old man, 
broken with the storms of State," may not have attracted the 
attention of the country at large to such an extent as it would 
in more peaceful days, but his death was mourned sincerely 
by those who had known his worth. In commenting upon this 
event, the Ealeigk Register, of January 14, 1868, said : "He 
bore the weight of years with more elasticity than any man 
we ever saw; for, when he had passed four-score years, hia 
person was more erect and his step more springy than many 
a man of half his years could boast of. It may be truly and 
^npbatlcally inscribed on his tombstone that he was a man 
of the most sterling integrity." In a Florida newspaper, pub- 
lished at the time of GK)vemor Branch's death, there is a 
tribute from an old acquaintance, who said : "Bom at the end 
of the American Revolution, this aged patriot lived to wit- 
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nees the disBolution of the Union then formed, and to pass 
away amid the oonTulBions which now shake the continent." 
The same writer aaid of Governor Branch's political teneta : 
"A fltrict conBtruetioniat, he was ever atemlj opposed to all 
encroachments upon the rights of the States and the people ; 
and, though retired from public life, the influence and weight 
of his moral character and intellect were always given in re- 
sistenoe to the spirit of Northern fanataoiim and luat of 
power, and in upholding the rights and liberties of his native 
South. A patriot of the early days, reared in an age made 
illustrious by the virtues of Macon, the g^ua of Baudolph, 
and the patriotism of the associated statesmen of their day, 
he soon acquired a correct knowledge of the Constitaticm c£ Ms 
country and the structure of her Qovemment, which, under 
the guidance of his liberal mind, enabled him to sustain him- 
self with honor in every contest and in every station he was 
called upon to fill." 

Several likenessee of Governor Branch are in existence. 
The one accompanying this sketch is from an oil portrait, in 
the Navy Department at Washington, which was copied from 
a minature painted by Anna C. Peale in 1818, during Mr. 
Branch's term as Governor of North Carolina. Another por- 
trait, painted later in lif^ hangs in the Hall of the Philan- 
thropic Society at the University of North Carolina. 

It is not the purpose of the present writer to attempt a 
eulogy, or even a studied portrayal of the character of John 
Branch. The foregoing pages give some record of his official 
actions in flie various high stations which were conferred 
upon him, and those actions speak for themselves. They 
show that he was no time-«erving politician, but a fearless, 
firm, wise, and patriotic statesman, whose fidelity to a public 
trust was never shaken by thirst for office (though miiny 
offices he had) or by any other selfish consideration. It may 
be truly said of him that — 

"He would not flatter Neptune for his trident. 
Or Jove for hla power to thunder." 
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At one tune it was the ezpreesed wish of QoTemor Branch 
that he should be buried in Florida bj the grave of the wife 
of his earlier years; but later, when his life's long journey 
was nearing its end, he declared his utter indifference on 
this point "I am convinced," he said, "that this body is but 
as a worn oat garment which we cast ande ; and that in the 
world of spirits, to which I am going, there are no limitationB 
of time and space." And so, when the end came, the mortal 
remains of John Branch were laid to rest in the family burial 
ground at Enfield, within the bounda of the historic conn^ 
which gave him birth. 

"TlB Uttle: trat It looks In trotli 
As U tlie qolet bones were blest 
Amraig fiunillar namea to rest 
And In ttie places of Ills yoatlL** 
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